
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Where do we go in Mexico?
 We minister in the Mexicali Valley which is an agricultural area located 40 miles south of the 
Calexico/Mexicali border crossing.  We minister mainly in five small towns (Victoria, Oaxaca, 
K-39, K-57, K-28), four of which we helped plant and build churches. The area could be com-
pared to Junction City, Harrisburg, Monroe, and Coburg.

2. Is it safe where we are going in Mexico? 
In twenty-nine years, we have never had an issue with crime. This area is not very densely 
populated, nor is it a destination. Therefore, it doesn’t have the issues that come with tourism. 
There is a light police presence in each town that has shown itself to be friendly and helpful 
towards our group's presence. Just as a precaution, throughout our stay in Mexico, the rule is 
three or more together, at all times.

3. Where do we stay while in Mexico? 
We have been staying in homestays for the past twenty-six years, made up of committed 
church people who are highly trusted by the pastoral staff of the five churches we work with.  
Many of these homes have been the hosting students for over twenty years.  All of these 
homes are families who love Jesus and feel blessed to be hosting our students.  All of the 
students who have experienced this trip have felt adopted and well cared for. So much so that 
many insist on being put back with the same families, if at all possible.

4. What do we eat while we are in Mexico? 
In our homestays we are fed daily some of the finest home cooked Mexican meals imaginable. 
Everything is cleaned and cooked with purified bottled water.  The families all know about our 
tender tummies and do everything in their power to keep bacteria from getting in the food.  I 
cannot remember a time where anyone on our mission trips got sick because of the home 
cooked food.  We have had on a rare occasion some issues with food from the street venders.  
We highly recommend not eatin street food unless the families have taken them to a vendor 
that is known to cook carefully.

5. What do we do while we’re in Mexico?
Our whole trip revolves around partnering with the Pagiel Church and coming along beside 
them to reach out to their communities to share the Gospel through actions and words. We do 
this through putting on Vacation Bible School, serving the towns by cleaning up city parks and 
schools; working on church projects, on occasion going into the schools to speak English and 
help teachers with their classes; bringing a team into two drug rehab centers to share the love 
power and hope that is found in the Gospel of Jesus; and putting on outreach events.  The 
greatest aspect of our mission revolves around the relationships that are started, built and 
experienced with the homestays and the youth of the churches. This cross cultural experience 
that is centered in Christ is rich and life impacting.



6. How do I communicate with my student(s) while they are in Mexico? 
We believe that it is best for students to leave their mobile phones at home. We also want 
students to be able to communicate with you in case of emergency and for fun catch up 
moments. Parents will receive daily emails on how the trip is progressing and what your 
student(s) is experiencing.  You will be given an emergency contact number before the trip that 
you can use any time. The emergency contact number will be for a person that is close to your 
student. Leaders will also have their phones with them and there will be designated times that 
students can use their leader’s phone to connect with you.       

7. How much does the trip cost? 
It will take until early December to get the price completely nailed down. We are still looking 
for the best possible prices on travel options & hotels, as well as, figure out what work projects 
we are wanting to do. We’re anticipating that the price will land somewhere between 
$650-$750 / person. 

8. Are there any fundraising options for this trip? 
Yes. We know that the price for the trip is a lot of money; we actually don’t want parents 
paying the bill unless it is absolutely necessary. We will train your students on ways to raise 
support and how to invite people to  help send them to Mexico. We also offer several fundrais-
ing opportunities like working on a Christmas tree farm or delivering flowers for Valentine’s 
Day. At the kickoff meeting on December 3rd we will have a list fundraising opportunities. We 
are planning one all-hands-on-deck fundraising activity for the entire team (even if you don’t 
need it), with the rest of the opportunities being optional based on need. We take a team 
approach to fundraising. We are all trying to get ourselves and each other fully funded for the 
mission trip.  

9. Can students from other churches go to Mexico? 
The simple answer is “yes.” Students from other churches can apply to go on the trip. The priori-
ty, however, will be for students who are attending and involved with FBC High School Minis-
try, and will want to continue to be on mission with the ministry when they return home. The 
FBC High School team will process each application individually and will discuss if a student 
from another church would be a good fit on the trip. Many students are involved only with the 
ministry outside Sunday mornings because their family goes to another church. These students 
will be treated similarly to FBC students.  

10. If a student applies is it a guarantee that they will be accepted for this trip? 
It is not guaranteed that all applicants who apply will be accepted. First, a student needs to 
meet the description of “who should go,” and the training and financial expectations of the trip. 
We also have a limited number of space based on transportation and housing so it is possible 
that a qualified student will get to wait until next year. These following  things will be strongly 
considered as we process the applications (listed in order of importance): 
 1. Meeting the spiritual requirements (who should go list) 
 2. Turn in application on time (late applications automatically go on a waiting list) 
 3. Involvement in the Youth Ministry (do we know the student) 
 4. Age (Seniors get the highest priority) 

11. How do we get to Mexico? 
Different years bring different travel arrangements depending upon budget and availability. In 



the past we have flown, taken buses, vans, and even the train. One of the options this year is to 
drive down in a chartered bus. Our #1 priority is safety and it is a blessing to be able to be 
driven down by a couple of professional drivers. We  take every precaution necessary to get to 
Mexico and back with no issues on the road. With this said, we are looking into a  flying option 
and a van rental option for the trip (like last year). This remains an unlikely option as we con-
sider all possibilities.     

12. When will we leave and return from Mexico? 
We will also have this nailed down by December. One option is for us to leave Friday evening 
between 4:00-6:00pm, but we’re looking into departure options earlier in the day. If we are 
driving a charter bus the company will drive us through the night with trained and profession-
al drivers that rotate every few hours and follow all ODOT rules and safety regulations. If we 
decide to take rented 12 passenger vans we will leave Saturday morning at 5:00am. Please block 
out Friday as a likely possibility for us to leave. We will return Sunday night sometime after 
10:00pm.    
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