
Another Year

Looking toward next year, both AO and Trinity have elected their new house 
management, who are ready to hit the ground running. Ellie Collins (incoming Trinity 
Manager) and Amanda Byhre (incoming Trinity Assistant Manager) are excited about the
opportunity to lead the house together. Amanda says that, “We would love to see both 
returners and new girls being invested in our community and even step into leadership 
positions throughout the year.” At AO, Sam Seno (incoming Manager) and his cousin 
Carter Ellis (incoming Assistant Manager) will be leading the men together next year. 
Next year’s managers have already begun meeting together with Joe Tepe to prepare for 
the fall and discuss the mission and vision of the Houses. Ellie, Amanda, Sam, and Carter
have each been a part of the Houses and CCF since their freshman years, and they are 
ready to give back to the community that has encouraged and supported them in their 
growth as leaders.

During the first weekend in April, both houses hosted their first ever Applicants 
Weekend. This was an exciting opportunity to meet and interview applicants face-to-face 
and share with them the mission of the houses. The applicants spent Saturday getting to 
know the current residents and other applicants. That night, AO and Trinity came 
together to play capture the flag on campus, and then everyone went back to Trinity 
afterward for a campfire and snacks. On Sunday morning, the applicants also had to the 
opportunity to come to FBC to get to know that ministry that supports the houses. 
Overall, Applicants Weekend was a success. By the end of the weekend, friendships had 
already begun to form, and both the returners and the applicants were excited about the 
coming year!

If you know of any college-age students who are looking for a great community to get 
plugged in with next year, let them know to apply soon! They can find the application for
either of the houses on the CCF website.  

Changing Lives

Rachel Kruska’s story is a testament to the difference that CCF is making in college 
students’ lives. She did not grow up as a Christian, and in high school she started to let 
the party scene take over her life. However, during her senior year she began to attend 
FBC’s high school group. A few months later, she accepted Christ into her life on First 
Baptist’s high school retreat at the coast. 

“I knew I wanted to commit my life to following and loving Jesus but I didn’t know how, 
I didn’t know what to say or do. I grabbed two friends and said that I needed their help. 
We ran down onto the beach and they helped me to commit my life to Christ.”

That fall, she applied to live in the Trinity House. At first, Rachel loved it. But after 
awhile, she began to feel restless and out of place in a house full of girls who had been 
Christians for so much longer than she had. However, one of her friends in the house 



encouraged her, and she began to open up to the community and allow herself to be 
poured into.

“I let myself love the house again, and in turn let myself be open to Christ’s love and 
plan once more. Spring term renewed my faith. My friendships with girls in the house 
grew stronger and my relationship with the Lord flourished. I was on house leadership, I 
finished off the year strong, and even agreed to be on CCF Leadership in the fall.”

This past September, Rachel headed on another retreat to the beach, but this time as part 
of the CCF Leadership Team. There, the same two friends who had helped her commit 
her life to Christ 15 months earlier baptized her in the waves.   

“I have become a different person since coming to Christ. I was the bully. I was selfish. I 
was the girl with the pretty friends. I was afraid. However, I don’t let this world define 
me any longer. God has given me labels I can be proud of. I am a friend. I am a 
daughter. I am saved. I am a Christian.”

And she is also now a leader on CCF’s team, making a difference in other people’s lives 
as well. 

Let’s Talk About Love

A year ago, Joe Tepe, our college pastor, asked students on the college leadership team 
for their ideas on reaching students for Jesus and changing the culture on campus. One of 
the ideas was to have John Mark Comer, come down from Portland to teach on his book 
Loveology, about God’s design for relationships and sexuality.

The idea of having Loveology in Eugene started in a living room, and after months of 
planning, prayer, and hard work, students saw the vision come to life. The night of the 
Loveology event, 830 people packed into a gym for three hours of Bible teaching and 
Q&A.

But it didn’t come easy! Students handed out flyers, posted on social media, invited their 
friends, and even hosted a table at the EMU. The night of the event a team of thirty 
students scanned tickets, setup chairs, sold books, and tore down afterwards. The students
also engaged other on-campus ministries and churches to foster collaboration and unity 
among the Christians on campus.

Ten different ministries were represented, and during the Q&A pastors from four 
different churches sat together to give practical wisdom to student’s questions. There was
even a small group translating the message into Chinese so international students could 
hear the message! It was a tremendous example of the larger body of Christ working 
together.



Joe Tepe was thrilled with the student leadership team, saying this will serve as an 
example to “keep taking risks for Jesus and keep dreaming big dreams.”

The event was definitely a success, and now our college team is now looking beyond the 
evening itself to see the impact on student’s lives. In response to the number of students 
and adults who attended, Joe said, “Numbers are cool. People are better.” He’s already 
had numerous conversations with college students, including one student who said, “I 
learned that sex isn’t something to be scared of, but something that Jesus has given us to 
be enjoyed in marriage.”

Thanks to CCF, God’s message about love and relationships was able to reach the minds 
and hearts of college student here in Eugene.

Where are they now?

Christian music singer, Shawn McDonald, helped kick off CCF this year with a free 
concert on the UO campus. CCF was one of the stops on his nationwide tour last fall, and
CCF got to hear some of his old and some of his new songs, including “We Are Brave,” 
which reached the top of the charts last spring. Having Shawn McDonald at CCF was 
exciting for another reason, though, because he is also an AO House Alumni.

For him, it was coming a full circle since his college days at UO, and he was able to share
some of the powerful pieces of his testimony between songs. While in college, he became
heavily involved in selling drugs. However, he had a Christian friend at the time who was
very persistent in inviting him to church. As a result, Shawn ended up picking up a Bible 
one night, and the verse that he read immediately convicted him. Realizing that the drugs 
were his demons, he threw them all out in order to start over clean. Shawn recognized 
that God was looking out for him that night, because he was surprised a short time later 
by a surprise police drug-raid. He didn’t look back from there. 

Shawn ended up getting involved with CCF and living in AO for the last part of his 
college. At the concert, he shared about this time in AO and the encouragement he 
received from other men in the house. He played a song that he wrote while living there, 
and he also joked about his many late-night inspirations and song writing sessions that 
had his neighbors banging on the wall to tell him to be quiet so they could sleep. 

With openness and humility, Shawn glorified God through the songs at his concert. His 
story inspired many students, and it revealed the lasting impact of CCF. The lyrics to 
“We Are Brave” reveal his theme of hope even in the brokenness of the world:

We might bend or even break
The journey's long, but we will celebrate

When we get through the valley

We're not defined by the fall



We get back up
Keep pressing through these walls

It's worth the fight

Peace in the Storm

CCF held its first ever winter retreat this January. Over 60 college students came for 
fellowship, snow, and fun during a three-day weekend at Sunriver. They stayed in four 
neighboring vacation homes and had the opportunity to enjoy everything from skiing on 
the mountain to ice-skating in the village to playing board games inside. Through these 
activities, students were able to connect others in the community as well as to take a 
break from their busy lives.

The purpose of the retreat was to focus on finding peace in the storm, which several of 
CCF’s student leaders spoke on. This retreat took the place of the usual “Seek Week” 
activities during winter term, so it gave growing leaders the opportunity to share Biblical 
insights as well as pieces from their own testimonies. “I enjoyed hearing the different 
ways that God has worked in their lives,” says Angela, a current Trinity House resident, 
and she thought it was even more impactful that they were her peers. 

Overall, the retreat was a success. Students grew closer to each other and to God as they 
focused on finding peace in the storm of life.  

Top Ramen and Hungry Hippos

When you think of college students and Top Ramen, you’re probably thinking about a 
cheap meal between rounds of “studying” and video games. Most of the time, you’d be 
right, except for when our College team gets involved, dreaming up some of the craziest 
games for students.

This fall, CCF hosted the first ever Community Group games. They did a human-sized 
version of hungry hippos, mud crawling, paint wars, and…here comes the ramen…all out
food fight.

Emily Rand, our CCF Women’s Director, said “it was exciting to see what the Lord did.”
Not only was there good weather (in late October), but another unexpected blessing was 
the collaboration between ministries to help pull it off. CCF borrowed a lot of rec 
equipment from our Middle School Ministry, Camp Harlow hosted the event and served 
lunch, and members of First B helped to referee the games. One of the families from 
church even helped track down a special tractor rototiller to make the mud pit.

The games were messy, fun, and crazy, but Emily was especially proud of Megan Rice, 
one of CCF’s leadership students who shared during lunch. Megan shared the Gospel and
also spoke specifically about the impact of community in her life. Emily said it was “a 
sweet time of bonding and connecting for those in our community as well as a few new 
faces.”


