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The story of
a dream SO big

only God
could do it.



the dream
of seeing young 
& old worship   
 JESUS.



I MET 
JESUS
HERE

For years, I’ve struggled with the idea of faith. 
Deep down I believed in a higher power, but 
I couldn’t bring myself to fully commit and 
call myself a Christian. I didn’t want people to 
think less of me. I thought that Christians were 
intellectual children and that real adults couldn’t 
have that kind of faith.

Everything changed when my friend, Anna, 
invited me to come to CCF (college group at 
FBC). I was never really a fan of churchy things, 
so I stalled, saying it would probably be boring. 
She told me this would be anything but boring, so 
eventually, I went.

When I got there, she hadn’t arrived yet. I 
wandered around and pretended to know what I 
was doing.

Of course, I fooled no one. The next thing I knew, 
Joe (the college pastor) introduced himself. During 
the course of our conversation, I admitted that I 
was struggling with the idea of faith. I gave some 
passive answers to avoid a deeper conversation, 
but it went there anyway.

As I looked around, I saw college students just 
like me who led worship, spoke at meetings, and 
hosted events. It blew my mind. I always figured 
that faith was childish, but I saw people I looked 
up to and respected doing amazing things in the 
name of God.

After a few weeks, I decided to go on the CCF 
beach retreat. That weekend, something changed 
within me. I stopped resisting. I realized God 
wasn’t pushing me away; he was drawing me in. I 
decided to stop fighting him and let him win.

Of course, I wasn’t just going to say that I had 
found God on a beach and was a new person. I 
didn’t want the emotions of a retreat high to 
compromise my intellect, but it was obvious God 
had won.

For the first time, faith didn’t seem so foolish. 
Doubts and all, I was in. I knew I believed in 
Jesus. I had been baptized as a kid, but didn’t 
really know what it meant. When I learned that 
baptism is how Christians identify with Christ, 
my next step became incredibly clear. I decided 
to get baptized again on May 28th, 2015.

I was finally able to say that I believed, and I could 
actually believe myself when I said it.

I’m no longer scared of being called a Christian. 
I have been humbled, and as my pride has been 
broken, I’ve found that I no longer have to be 
alone. I’ve found a real community of friends and 
a God worth following.

My name is Alex. I was a skeptic, and now I’ve 
found Jesus. Or rather…Jesus found me.

It was obvious that
God had won.
by Alex Gielish



PEOPLE
BAPTIZED
IN 2015...so far!

73
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Matthew 28:19
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Glocal  Yes, it’s a made up word, but it 
captures how the church movement doesn’t stay in a building. All 
week long, we spread through our community in our local work 
and neighborhoods, as well as around the globe.

Medium  Medium-sized classes allow for 
more focused learning. We call these Axiom— a range of classes, 
from practical life skills to in-depth theology.

Small  We gather in homes to build friendships that go 
beyond a hello in a crowd. These groups are the glue that hold us 
together. We call them Life Groups.

Individual As individuals we are responsible to 
feed ourselves in order to grow spiritually. We do this by seeking 
God in prayer and reading the Scripture.

Large Every weekend we gather as a church 
family. We are inspired by being together, and we worship Jesus 
through music, Gospel-centered teaching, giving, and taking 
communion.

5 Environments for Growth
I

INDIVIDUAL
This Summer, we challenged the church to 
read through the Psalms together.
We created a reading journal to help 
people succeed and taught a sermon 
series at the same time on selected 
Psalms called A Summer Playlist.

500 160
CHAPTERS

90
DAYS

JOURNALS 
GIVEN OUT



LIFE
GROUPS
LIFE GROUPS ARE LITERALLY 
“ALL OVER THE MAP.”

90
LIFE GROUPS

25
NEW 

LEADERS

1,010
PEOPLE IN 

COMMUNITY
INCLUDING YOUTH

AND CHILDREN

S

From Veneta to Elmira, across Eugene, and 
Springfield, Life Groups are filled to the brim.

In 2015, we hit maximum capacity, and this fall we’re 
launching a whole new cohort of leaders.

This year  our Life Groups team collaborated with 
Pastor Ben, and for the first time developed a 
curriculum to go along with the sermon series. It’s an 
exciting time as we work through the challenges of 
doing life together.



AXIOM

675 STUDENTS

36
CLASSES

SINCE THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH
OF AXIOM IN 2013

OFFERED 
THROUGHOUT 
THE TERMS: FROM 
THEOLOGY TO
PERSONAL SAFETY

83 PEOPLE
PARTICIPATED IN THE 101 
CLASS TAKING THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARDS MEMBERSHIP AT 
FIRST BAPTIST

M
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WEEKEND
SERVICES
Every Sunday, we gather all 
together as a family to celebrate 
Jesus. We worship as we sing, 
hear Gospel-centered teaching, 
give, and take communion.

Every Sunday, we open the 
Scriptures and learn from Jesus.

SERMONS PLAYED 
ON THE FBC APP

2,567 

A few highlights from this year include: the Mother’s Day 
message on Women in Ministry, the Blurred Lines series on how 
Christians should respond to homosexuality, and Psalm 100 on 
why Biblical worship includes loud and vibrant response.

At Easter, our Worship department released an album, called 
Kingdom Anthems. The songs are
a collaboration between worship
leaders in our church and include
original songs as well as hymn
arrangements that our church
has sung for generations.

SERMON VIDEOS
WATCHED

8,332 
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GLOCAL
IMPACT

Volunteer hours
cleaning up schools
in our community.

175 backpacks filled with 
school supplies given to needy 
students in our community.

On April 12, a 7.8 earthquake
hit the country of Nepal.
Because of your generosity, we were
able to send $5,200 from the Care Fund.

FBC Supported
Missionaries
Around the World

43

210

As a church, we pursue living, 
loving, and leading like Jesus 
right here in our community, with 
a vision bigger than ourselves
to reach the world.



CAMP 
HARLOW

3,157 CAMPERS

10 WEEKS OF CAMP

141 MEALS SERVED

242 STAFF AND
         VOLUNTEERS

DECISIONS MADE
FOR CHRIST256

Every year, children meet Jesus, are 
mentored, and find a place to belong at 
Camp Harlow. 

Because of God’s graciousness, Harlow 
has a great reputation in our community 
and beyond. We consistently find 
that about half of the campers aren’t 
connected to a church, and because of 
Harlow, we see new families find a place 
to belong at First Baptist.



Birth 

We believe in lifelong discipleship. At age three, kids start studying Scripture together in Life Groups.
By High School graduation, students have been in Life Group communities for almost fifteen years! Of course, 
we know that getting through High School is just the beginning of a life following Jesus, but we are intentional 
in seeking to help parents build a framework for lifelong discipleship for their children.

FAMILY
MINISTRY

Infants
Nursery is available for 

babies and has areas for parents 
to watch a live stream of the 

service.

2nd Grade
Kids begin to learn about 

communion and are invited to 
experience it with their parents.

4th Grade
Kids can join Summit Team to 
develop leadership skills and 

serve by helping set up, leading 
games, and playing music in a 

kids worship band.

6th Grade
Kids can join Middle School life 
groups, which begin each week 
with a meal and have dedicated 

leaders for each grade.

7th & 8th Grade
Students can volunteer as 

Counselor Assistants during the 
summer at Camp Harlow.

Freshman Year
Students can apply to go on 
a short-term mission trip to 

Mexico during Spring Break.

Junior Year
Students can join SALT team 
and help coach other students, 
develop skits, and lead events.

Senior Year
Seniors get to go on a special 

retreat to help prepare for success in 
college as a follower of Jesus.

1st Grade
Kids are can take a baptism class 
with their parents and decide if 

they’re ready for the next step of 
discipleship.

Age 3
Kids begin Life Groups

and Bible journaling
at Kid Life

1st B Kids High School

Middle School

31
New Leaders

in 2015

9
Students 

Baptized at 

65
Students

on Sundays

1,000s
Verses

Memorized

64
Students and 

Leaders on 
Mexico Trip

20
Youth

Leaders

25%
of Kids at 

Kid Life are 
Unchurched

75
Students Each 
Week at High 
School Group

3,125
Shoes collected 

by Middle School 
Shoe Drive

High School Camp



35 STUDENT 
LEADERS
BUILDING MINISTRY SKILLS

105STUDENTS
GATHER EACH
WEEK AT CCF

1 BY ONE, COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE 
FINDING A PLACE TO BELONG
AS THEY FOLLOW JESUS

SEVENTY NINE
PEOPLE LIVING ON CAMPUS IN 
COMMUNITY AT COLLEGE HOUSES

COLLEGE



Young Adults

Women

130
WOMEN AT
WORSHIP &
TESTIMONY

NIGHT

7
BIBLE STUDY

GROUPS

220
WOMEN INVOLVED
IN BIBLE STUDIES

This year, we’re excited to announce the hire of Paul Herriott for 
our Young Adults Ministry. Paul served for 5 years on leadership 
with CCF and just completed his degree at Western Seminary.

We’re excited to welcome Paul to the team, and we’re looking 
forward to what God will do through him.

On Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, the 
church is humming with activity as women of all 
ages fill the building for morning Bible Studies.

Renewal Ministries offers groups and classes 
to come alongside people from all walks of life 
facing a variety challenges.

Renewal

Men
Starting at 6am, men’s groups gather throughout 
the week to train and grow in discipleship.

65 MEN GATHER AT 6:16
IN THE MORNING FOR 

TEACHING AND DISCUSSION 
ON MARRIAGE. 70 MEN MEET WEEKLY 

FOR BIBLE 

TEACHING AND SERVICE 
AROUND THE CHURCH.

30 GUYS MEET IN GROUPS  FOR 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND PERSONAL 
GROWTH.

100s
OF HOURS OF
COUNSELING
& PASTORAL

CARE

19
TOPICAL
GROUPS

340
PEOPLE INVOLVED

IN RENEWAL
MINISTRIES



LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
This year, First Baptist hosted several exciting community-wide events to 
serve our church family as well as pastors and churches in our region.

In February, we hosted a workshop with Gerry Breshears
(a professor from Western Seminary) to teach a church leadership
case-study. It was an amazing morning, seeing pastors come together
from different backgrounds and churches to learn together.

Just before Easter, we partnered with the One Hope church network 
to host an evangelism conference to help churches prepare for Easter 
services and reach our community for Christ. Pastor Rick McKinley of 
Portland, and Evangelist Luis Palau, shared their wisdom and encouraged 
pastors to make clear invitations for people to trust Jesus at their Easter 
services.

In November, CCF (our college team) hosted John Mark Comer for the
UO community to teach from his book, Loveology, on a biblical framework 
for healthy relationships.

Leadership Development can begin in a crowd, but real transformation 
happens best in the living room. This year, for the second year in a row, 
Pastor Ben hosted a cohort of twenty men from our church in his home to 
study doctrine, self-awareness and build ministry skills.



You might be surprised to know what 
goes into the ministry at First B

2675 PAYCHECKS

23 USHERS EACH SUNDAY

316 DOORS ON CAMPUS

859 VENDORS

1679 GENEROUS GIVERS

81 COMPUTERS

local

It’s still the main thing
Cathie Bourne has a very unique perspective on First B.

For the past 31 years, since 1984, she’s been our accountant. From where she sits, Cathie has a rare vantage point 
on the health and values of our church. 

She can still remember her first week on the job and her surprise recording the offering when she first saw how 
generous the First B family was toward the cause of Christ. Thirty-one years later, she still finds herself with 
moments of surprise as she sees how people continue to give toward what God is doing here and beyond:
“Some give a dollar, some give more, but you see people give willingly because they love this place.”

As Cathie considers her years in ministry at First B, she’s struck by the things that haven’t changed. She notes that 
the church’s doctrine, view of Scripture, and heart for ministry are exactly the same as they were in 1984.
In her eyes, “It’s still about the main thing.”

While the foundation is the same, Cathie is thrilled to see the culture of our church becoming more diverse.
She also loves seeing the ministry transition to the next generation of leaders. She admits at first it was scary, until 
she saw their hearts for Jesus and how intentional their training has been in order for them to be unleashed for 
God and “pushed to extend the ministry further.” In fact, when she thinks about it, Cathie can remember when 
Steve Maricle, Glen Eickmeyer and others were young and began their ministries here, just a “few” years ago.

To Cathie, First B is home. “It’s right up there with family,” she says. And because of her unique perspective, she 
can say with confidence that God is making a difference through First B, and she can’t wait to see what’s next.

We love you, Cathie. Thank you for investing your life in us, your First B family, and in what God is doing here 
and beyond for His glory! 

BEHIND THE
SCENES



CAMPAIGN
UPDATE

All Building Campaigns
(Giving to Date)

D
ebt

R
em

aining

September 1, 2014 through August 31, 2015 Fiscal Year Revenue

$5,873,720 $6,059,160 $6,018,770 $6,458,901 $7,026,066
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2013/14 Revenue Breakdown
Church Ministry Revenue
Camp Harlow Ministry Revenue
Building Gifts Revenue 
Other Restricted Fund Revenue
College Ministry Revenue

Church 
Ministry

O
ther

C
ollege

FINANCIALS

All Building Campaigns
(Giving to Date)

Debt Remaining

$18,772,948

$1,354,024

As of October 15, 2015

Camp Harlow

Building Gifts

$3,243,533
$1,472,637
$1,244,102

$571,483
$494,311



HE HAS DONE IT.   

They will proclaim his righteousness,
declaring to a people yet unborn:

Psalm 22:31



Let this be recorded for 
future generations, so that 
a people not yet born will 
praise the Lord.

Psalm 102:18


