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PROFILE OF A DISCIPLE 

 

 
   



 

LIFEGROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 
Introduction 
 

Thank you so much for choosing to serve as a Life Group leader. A life group is a 
small community that seeks to LIVE, LOVE, and LEAD like Jesus through 
authentic relationships. You’re leading people to put their faith into action each 
week. God can and will use you in powerful ways as you lead your friends and 
neighbors into Christ-centered community. 

 
Below are some reminders for leading your Life Group through this curriculum. A 
curriculum is a guide, not a strict template that must be followed to a tee. It is good 
to have structure and consistency, however make sure you prayerfully allow room for 
the Holy Spirit to lead each of your times together as a group. Life Groups are 
purposed to put faith in action and see lives transformed. The most important 
part of each meeting is not what people know, but how they grow - applying God’s 
truths to real life.  
 
Don’t forget to take regular breaks from this curriculum to go out and serve our 
community, have a neighborhood BBQ and invite friends, attend a concert or 
community event, etc.  

 
 

 
   

As you begin your life group, you have a couple of options for how to get started. 
 
1.   ASK. Ask your group about last week’s application (maybe review last week’s 
conversation), then listen for how God has been at work in people’s lives. This is also a great 
opportunity to review last week’s story. 
 
2.   ICEBREAKERS. This is a fun or sometimes serious question that opens up conversation, 
helps you all learn something new about one another, and/or  relates to the theme in the 
passage. Feel free to come up with your own! Give everyone a chance to engage, but don’t let 
it take too long. It’s just a warm up. 
 
3.   PRAY. Don’t forget this as you begin your time together. Prayer is powerful. 



 
 
In this section, you’ll find a summary of the text you’re about to go over. Feel free to read this 
(try not to stare down at the page the whole time) or read the text for yourself and tell the 
story in your own words! Remember, your job is to just tell the story, not to teach on any 
particular points. 
 
Next, have everyone bring out their Bibles and rebuild the story, asking questions like, “What 
happened first?”, “Who were the characters in this story?” and “Then what happened?” This 
ensures that everyone is involved and starting on the same page — something especially 
important to any new or non-believers in your group. 
 

 
 
In this section, you’ll find questions to help your group discuss the passage. The questions are 
in no particular order, so feel free jump around or ask different questions that better follow 
where your group is going. Remember, try to lead your group from head-questions (facts) to 
heart-questions (emotions and faith), then to feet-questions (application). 
 
This section also includes general questions that can be applied to any passage: What stuck 
out to you from this passage? What does this teach you about people? What does this teach 
you about God? 
 

 
 
These are extremely important questions for your group. They not only can stimulate great 
discussion and prompt your group members into action, they can also allow you to see into a 
person’s heart in significant ways. 
 
There are two ways to ask life application questions: (a) Use story specific questions provided 
in the guide, or (b) Form your own questions based on comments made during the discussion 
time. 
 
These life application questions are the most important, because this is where people put 
their faith into action. 



 
 
As you close your time together, lead the members of your group to come to an action-based 
conclusion. What is a take-away that God could be putting on your hearts? How can they put 
their faith into action? How can we live differently and become more like Christ? Then 
follow-up each week by asking how things went. 
 
Lastly, conclude your group time with prayer. Ask for people’s prayer requests and pray for 
God to continue to teach you about this passage throughout the week. 
 
 
SOME HELPFUL TIPS : 
 
- Do not skip the story rebuild or questions sections. They are intended to get everyone on the 
same page and help the discussion gradually become more serious. That being said, feel free 
to come up with your own questions within these sections. 
 
- Don’t be afraid of the “awkward silences.” Let the seconds pass by in these times — some 
great comments can come out of these moments. 
 
- Manage your discussion time well to ALWAYS arrive at the application question(s) with at 
least 15 minutes of discussion time left. It is intended to be the most meaningful time of the 
group meeting. 
 
- Make sure your group knows that these discussions take place in a safe environment where 
no one will attack them for having different perspectives or experiences. Keep an eye on the 
dynamics of the group so that everyone feels safe sharing personal thoughts and experiences 
with others. 
 
 
  



 

1 SAMUEL: I NEED A HERO (Introduction)  
The King and Kingmaker 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What is one hope or expectation you have for our group this year? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. How do you react to change? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 
 

 
 
What do you know already about the stories in 1 Samuel? 
 
The books of 1st and 2nd Samuel are one book divided into two parts because it took two 
scrolls to write one continuous story - hence the 1st and 2nd scrolls of one book. For a visual 
overview of the characters and themes, see the Bible Project videos at 
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/1-samuel/ and 
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/2-samuel/  
 
Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2 introduces key themes and the first main character, her son 
Samuel. Samuel is the last of the judges who led the nation of Israel. Samuel was a good 
prophet, and yet the people of Israel wanted a king like the other nations. Saul was a kingly 
leader who began with great promise; however pride and disobedience led to his fall. King 
David followed Saul, similarly began with great promise and similarly fell because of his 
character flaws. However, David displayed a heart of humble repentance and hope in a the 
promise of a future king, God’s messiah, who would come to save God’s people. The epilogue in 
2 Samuel chapters 21-24 repeats these themes, the rise and fall of human leaders, God’s 
sovereign faithfulness in the midst of human frailty, and the hope of God’s messianic king who 
would come to save His people.  
Read through 1 Samuel 1 as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/1-samuel/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/2-samuel/


 

1 SAMUEL: I NEED A HERO (Introduction) 
The King and Kingmaker 
 

 

 
 

● Watch the Bible Project video of 1 Samuel. What characters and themes stands out to 
you about this book? 

● How does seeing a biblical book as a whole before examining it in its parts be 
important? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 
 
 

 
 

● How does the name Yahweh LORD of Hosts and that he thunders from heaven bring 
you comfort and confidence in troubling times?  

● Does this name in any way make you feel uncomfortable and frightened? 
● What are you most looking forward to in this study? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
  



 

1 SAMUEL: POETIC JUSTICE 
1 Samuel 1:1 - 2:10 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Think back to a season of your life and write down the things you most 

desired. If God had answered every desire with a yes, what would your life be like today? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 
 

 
 
Samuel opens with the story of Hannah - Samuel’s mother - and her petition, time of waiting, 
God’s answer, and Hannah’s song. Hannah is woman of authentic and real faith. In this story we 
are introduced to Hannah, Elkanah, Eli, Samuel, and Yahweh-God. And we are introduced to 
two key themes of the book - God is sovereign, and God exalts the humble and brings low the 
proud. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: POETIC JUSTICE 
1 Samuel 1:1 - 2:10 
 

 
 

 
 

● What stands out to you from this story? 
● Who are the characters in the story? What roles do they play in this story? 
● What does this story show us about God’s character? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 
 

 
 

● Have you experienced God working through a time of despair? Where else does this 
truth surface in Scripture?  

● Stories in the Bible of barren women given children by God can encourage us in our 
“impossible” situations. How is this story relevant to your story? 

● What are your greatest concerns for the people you love? In what tangible ways are 
you expressing these concerns to them? 

 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
 



   



 

1 SAMUEL: MERCY IN THE MESS 
1 Samuel 2:11-36 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Who is the most difficult leader you’ve ever followed? How did you respond? 

 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 
 

 
 
Eli is the priest of Israel with a key flaw. He did not hold his sons accountable for their actions, 
and in so doing he honored his sons more than the God he served. However, even as Eli’s sons 
abused their priestly positions for their own interests and gain, God was quietly at work raising 
up a new priestly judge who would guide and care for his people. God is kind. He cares for his 
people. But God is not always nice. He does correct and discipline those who disobey, especially 
those in leadership roles over his people. 
 
“And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and 
in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my anointed 
forever” (1 Sam. 2:35). 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 

   



 

1 SAMUEL: MERCY IN THE MESS 
1 Samuel 2:11-36 
 

 

 
 

● Eli is a complex character. What do we learn about him and from him in this story? 
● Who are the other characters in this story and what roles do they play? 
● How does God act in this story?  
● What does this story show us about God’s character? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 
 

 
 

● Which of the characters can you most relate to? Why? 
● How has God disciplined you for your good? 

 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: NEXT “MAN” UP 
1 Samuel 3:1 - 4:1a 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Are you a night owl or an early riser? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 
 

 
 
God has something so important that he wakes up Samuel to give him a personal message. But 
Samuel had never experienced this, so it took a few times before he knew what was going on. 
Eli gave Samuel good advice that God was speaking, and Samuel needed to wait, listen, and 
respond with courage. And though it was difficult, Samuel heeded this advice, beginning his 
ministry as a courageous prophet-priest. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: NEXT “MAN” UP 
1 Samuel 3:1 - 4:1a 
 

 

 
 

● What was Eli’s message for Samuel?  
● What was God’s message for Samuel?  
● What was Samuel’s message for Eli? 
● Review chapter one. What was God’s message for Hannah? 
● God’s Word can stir up the comfortable, and comforted the stirred. In this story, where 

does God comfort, and where does He stir up? 
 

GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 
 

 
 

● When God has been quiet, it makes us value his words all the more. God was quiet, 
then spoke to Hannah. God was quiet, then spoke to Samuel. Has God been quiet 
lately, or is He speaking something to you? 

● How are you listening for God’s words in your life? 
 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: ARKEOLOGY 101 
1 Samuel 4:1b-22 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. (safe question)  When you’ve had a great day, how to do to celebrate?  

(less-safe question)  What was your biggest struggle in the last year? 
(go-for-broke question)  What is one thing you’ve done that you regret? 
 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 
 

 
 
God does not exist for us, we exist for him. The Israelites switched this, trying to fight their 
battle with a God who existed for them, with a God’s who could be manipulated through the 
use of the Ark. It didn’t work, “the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, died” (1 Sam. 4:11). God acted in judgment and grace, judgment for their lack of 
faith, grace in quietly preparing Samuel to call His people toward Himself. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: ARKEOLOGY 101 
1 Samuel 4:1b-22 
 

 

 
 

● What stands out to you from this story?  
● What do we learn about God? What do we learn about people? 
● Can you think of other biblical examples (besides 1 Samuel 4) where God’s people 

attempted to treat God like a good luck charm or magically? 
● What is the difference between basing a prayer on God’s promises and trying to force 

God’s hand?  
● In the first four chapters of Samuel, where do you see examples of God’s grace? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 
 

 
 

● Can you think of examples (in your own experience or that of others) where God has 
acted both in judgment and in grace at the same time? 

● In your own life, where do you see God working in judgment and grace 
 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: ARKEOLOGY 201 
1 Samuel 5:1-7:2 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. In our culture, in what kinds of situations do we use the phrase “good 
luck”? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
In the previous story, Israel used the ark of God as a good luck charm, taking it to war to secure 
success. It didn’t work. God is not our good luck charm. The Philistines captured the ark of God, 
the ultimate symbol of Israel’s God. And yet, God used the ark to teach a lesson. In the 
Philistine city of Ashdod, the ark of God sat next to Dagon, one of the Philistine gods. Each 
morning, the people found Ashdod’s image face down on the ground until finally the statue 
broke into pieces. Along with this, the people in Ashdod began to develop tumors. So the 
Philistines moved the ark of God from Ashdod to Gath, from Gath to Ekron. In each place 
tumors appeared, the people panicked, and the ark was moved. 
 
After seven months the Philistines sent the ark back to Israel. When the Israelites in 
Beth-Shemesh saw the ark, they rejoiced and offered sacrifices to the LORD. But some of the 
men “looked upon the ark of the LORD” and the LORD struck the 70 men dead. So the people 
mourned, and the ark moved on to the city of Kiriath-jearim to the care of the priest there, 
Eleazer. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: ARKEOLOGY 201 
1 Samuel 5:1-7:2 
 

 

 
 

● What stands out to you from this story? Do any parts confuse you? 
● God spoke to the Philistines through the cows choosing to walk to Beth-Shemesh with 

the ark.  Can you think of another time when he spoke through an animal? What does 
this teach us about God? 

● What other spiritual lessons did God communicate to the Philistines and to His people 
through the ark of God, through the god Ashdod, through the tumors? 

● What is the difference between familiarity and intimacy with God? 
● The Philistines had evidently heard what had happened to the Egyptians at the Exodus 

and it made them fearful. How would you explain God’s judgment as well as God’s 
gracious willingness to forgive when we come to him in faith? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● How would you summarize the main points of this story? 
● How can we treat religious activities or items like good luck charms? 
● What does this story teach us about what God desires of us? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 



   



 

1 SAMUEL: LORD OF ALL OR NOT AT ALL 
1 Samuel 7:3-17 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. What do you fear most about change? What changes in your past 
experience turned out badly and what changes turned out to your benefit? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
After losing the Ark of God and then seeing it returned, the people of Israel gathered at Mizpah 
to recommit their lives and families to the LORD. There Samuel told them to put aside their 
idols, serve the LORD, and led them in repentance for their sins. In repentance, commitment, 
and worship the people followed Samuel’s lead. 
 
While they gathered, the Philistine army gathered their armies to attack. The people panicked 
and cried out to Samuel, but Samuel didn’t panick. Instead he offered a burnt offering to the 
LORD and trusted God to fight the battle for the people. God responded to Samuel’s prayer, 
thundering from heaven and throwing the Philistine armies into confusion. So Israel pursued 
and struck down the Philistine armies. 
 
To remember this victory, Samuel set up a stone called “Ebenezer” - which means stone of help. 
Here at Mizpah the people learned a great lesson, that the LORD of Hosts fights for his people 
when they follow in faith and obedience. Following the LORD of Hosts, Samuel led - he judged 
the people of Israel - fairly for the rest of the days of his life. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: LORD OF ALL OR NOT AT ALL 
1 Samuel 7:3-17 
 

 

 
 

● What stands out to you from this story? 
● Describe the actions of the people of Israel. 
● Is the idea that repentance is supernatural (a grace from God) new to you?  
● Describe Samuel’s actions as judge - leader - of the people of Israel. 
● Describe God’s actions on behalf of His people. 
● An Ebenezer is a helpful reminder, recalling God’s past deeds of grace for us.  Think 

back over your life and identify several milestones or defining moments in your life 
when God helped you in a way that reshaped your life. 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● How central is prayer in your approach to life with God? 
● Repentance moved the people of Israel to action. How has God used repentance to 

move you to action? Is there anything you feel the need to repent for today? 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU ASK FOR 
1 Samuel 8:1-22 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. When was a time or place you felt completely out of place? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
Samuel’s time as Judge over the tribes of Israel was coming to an end, and Samuel’s sons were 
unlike their father. His sons were unjust. So the people gathered together, their elders met in 
one place, and together they asked Samuel to give them a king. This displeased Samuel, but 
God said, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them” (1 Sam. 8:7). 
 
Samuel warned the people. A king would take the best of their lands and the best of their 
produce, even the best of their children for his wives and soldiers and servants. The taxes 
would be steep and ongoing. But the people insisted. They wanted a king, “that we also may be 
like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles. 
...And the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Obey their voice and make them a king.’ ” (1 Sam. 8:20, 22). 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU ASK FOR 
1 Samuel 8:1-22 
 

 

 
 

● Why did the people ask for a king? Can you relate to their reasons? 
● Is there a temptation for us to avoid being different—even different for God? 
● How did God respond to Samuel, and to His people?  
● What can we learn from God’s response? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● Can you think of times when God has said, “No!” to your prayers and you have 
discovered afterwards what good answer that was? 

● Can you think of times when God gave you what you asked for, not out of favor but in 
response to your obstinacy, as an act of discipline? 

● What are you asking God for today? 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: MAJESTY IN THE MUNDANE 
1 Samuel 9:1-10:27 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion?  
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. When you have to make a really big decision, what do you normally do?  
(i.e. are you a researcher or do you go with gut intuition, are you decisive or hesitant,  do you 
process by yourself or with close friends) 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
In today’s story, God chose a king and then filled him with a new heart to lead His people. A 
Benjamite man named Kish raised donkeys and they got lost. So he sent his son Saul and a 
servant to find them. After three days of unsuccessful searching, Saul wanted to head back. But 
the servant suggested perhaps they could visit the man of God in that region, a prophet named 
Samuel. Perhaps the prophet could tell them where their donkeys had wandered off. 
 
Samuel not only knew where their donkeys had gone, but he had been expecting them. Saul 
and the servant ate with Samuel, spent the night in his house, and prepared to leave the next 
morning. Sending the servant on ahead, Samuel anointed Saul and told him he had been 
chosen by God as Israel’s king. As a sign, on their way back they would meet a group of 
prophets where Saul himself would be overcome with God’s Spirit, begin to prophesy, and 
transform Saul’s heart into the heart of a king. 
 
Seven days later at a feast for the tribal leaders of Israel, God made his choice of Saul as king 
clear to His people. And Samuel reminded them that though they had rejected God in choosing 
a king, God had been faithful to choose a leader for them. So Saul was anointed king, and all the 
people paid tribute and respect, except a small group that grumbled against Saul. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 

   



 

1 SAMUEL: MAJESTY IN THE MUNDANE 
1 Samuel 9:1-10:27 
 

 

 
 

● This is a long story with some rich lessons. Try to tell the main points of the story in 1 
minute or less.  

● Looking at the characters in this story, what do they teach us about our decisions and 
desires? 

● Which character most stands out to you in this story? Why? 
● Why do we sometimes resent legitimate authority, even when it is not harmful?  
● How did God act in this story? What does this story teach us about God’s character? 
● Can you think of a time when God pursued you relentlessly? If so, what does that tell 

you about him?  about yourself? 
 

GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● Have there been times in your life when you have seen God’s providence in the way 
quite ordinary things have come together in extraordinary ways? 

 
● What is God speaking to you through this story today? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: THE KING AND KINGMAKER 
1 Samuel 11:1-15 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Which weekly activity gives you the most joy and self-confidence?  
Do you have any responsibilities that cause you to gripe, maybe even doubt your ability to 
complete them? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
The Ammonite army laid siege to Israel’s city of Jabesh-gilead with an ultimatum. The 
Ammonites would either attack, or they could surrender themselves as Ammonite slaves. Word 
traveled fast, and Saul heard about the Ammonites while he was coming in from plowing his 
fields. The Spirit of God came over Saul, and he sent word to all the other tribes to send their 
fighting men to meet at the city of Bezek. So 330,000 men assembled under Saul’s leadership, 
and he divided them into three companies, and attacked and defeated the Ammonite army. 
 
After the battle, the people of Israel wanted to kill those who had previously grumbled against 
Saul as king. But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the LORD has 
worked salvation in Israel” (1 Sam. 11:13). So the people of Israel gathered at Gilgal, and there 
they anointed Saul as king over all the tribes, offering sacrifices to God and rejoicing greatly. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: THE KING AND KINGMAKER 
1 Samuel 11:1-15 
 

 

 
 

● What did Saul do when he heard of the trouble at Jabesh-gilead? 
● At this time, some still doubted Saul’s leadership. How do you react when people 

doubt your leadership, or your decisions? 
● How did Saul react before, during, and after the battle? 
● What was God’s role in this story? How did God save his people? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● What can we learn and apply from this story about leadership? ...about God? 
● What is God speaking to you through this story today? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: SAMUEL’S CORONATION ADDRESS 
1 Samuel 12:1-25 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could go back in time and give yourself one piece of advice, what age 
would you go to and what advice would you give? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
As the people of Israel celebrated Saul’s’ victory over the Ammonites, the great prophet Samuel 
stood up and addressed them. He reminded them that as their Judge he had served them 
faithfully for many years. He’d been faithful, never cheated nor demanded anything from them. 
He recounted Israel’s history starting with Jacob and then Moses and their escape from slavery 
in Egypt. He reminded them that every time they failed to follow God their King, He would 
allow an enemy to strike them until they cried out. And God their King  faithfully sent judges - 
deliverers like Jerubbul, Gideon or Samson who rescued them and defeated their enemies.  
 
When Israel saw the Ammonites gathering against them, they doubted God’s power and asked 
for a human king. God granted their request. However, He told them that their human king’s 
power would continue as long as they and their king trusted and obeyed the Lord. If they 
disobeyed, God’s hand would be against them. To prove what he said was true, Samuel called 
on God to send thunder and rain during the summer wheat harvest which was very unusual. 
When the thunder started the people were terrified, and they realized that they had sinned by 
asking for a king. Samuel assured them that if they followed God and stayed away from 
worthless idols, the Lord would not forsake them. In addition Samuel promised that he would 
not sin against God by ceasing to pray for them.  
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: SAMUEL’S CORONATION ADDRESS 
1 Samuel 12:1-25 
 

 

 
 

● Initial impressions: What stands out to you in this story?  
● How did the people act and react?  
● How did God act and react?  
● How did Samuel act and react?  
● What was God’s covenant with his people about their king? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● We do not like either pain or fear, but they have a purpose. How does God use pain or 
fear in our lives?  

● How does this story about Israel and their God relate to our stories today? 
● Who do you relate to most in this story? 
● What did you learn about human character? ...about God’s character? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: SAUL’S FEAR AND IMPATIENCE - 
JONATHAN’S COURAGE 
1 Samuel 13:1-14:52 
 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Would you describe yourself as more compulsive (act first - ask for 
forgiveness later) or more a detailed planner (analysis paralysis)? 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
After King Saul had ruled for some years, he gathered three thousand men to serve as his army. 
Two thousand were to stay with Saul and one thousand were to follow his son Jonathan. 
Jonathan attacked a Philistine outpost which brought Saul’s enemies to his border. The 
Philistines gathered thousands of horsemen, chariots and soldiers in number as “the sand by 
the seashore.” The terrified Israelites scattered from Saul and hid in caves, in bushes, rocks and 
pits. Some even fled to the other side of the Jordan River. Saul had been told to wait seven days 
and Samuel would come and perform the burnt offering sacrifice. But when Samuel didn’t show 
up, Saul got impatient, took on the role of priest and offered the burnt sacrifice.  As soon as he 
finished, Samuel arrived. When Samuel inquired about what was going on, Saul made excuses - 
the people were starting to desert him, tamuel hadn’t come at the appointed time, the 
Philistines were gathering their army, someone had to offer the sacrifice before the attack.  
 
Samuel told Saul that he had acted foolishly, his kingdom would not last and God had found a 
man who was “a man after God’s own heart” who would inherit the kingdom and lead God’s 
people. After Samuel left, the army of Saul, now dwindled down to about 600 men, continued 
in skirmishes with the Philistines. However there were no real weapons to be found in Israel, 
the army had been forced to make them out of farm implements. The only swords or spears in 
all the land belonged to Saul and Jonathan. 
 
Despite the odds, Jonathan and his armor bearer devised a plan to attack a Philistine garrison 
located high up on a cliff, and defeated them. The Philistine camp was so confused, they started 
fighting each other. And when word of the battle reached King Saul, he gathered his army and 
struck the confused Philistines. Saul’s army became fatigued because of a foolish vow Saul had 
placed them under not to eat food until evening. 



 

1 SAMUEL: SAUL’S FEAR AND IMPATIENCE - JONATHAN’S 
COURAGE 
1 Samuel 13:1-14:52 

Jonathan hadn’t heard the vow and ate some honey to refresh himself. As the hungry people 
routed the Philistines, they rushed upon the spoil and started eating the meat with the blood 
which was against God’s ordinance. When God wouldn’t answer Saul’s questions he perceived 
that someone had broken the vow. And though Saul wanted to execute his son, the people 
stood up and said “Certainly not!” thus saving Jonathan. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the stories as a group. 
 

 
 

● Now that we’ve heard and re-told these stories, what stood out to you in these stories? 
● What motives do you see behind Saul, Samuel, and Jonathan’s actions? 
● For Saul, religious ritual was essential, but careful obedience to God’s will optional. 

Read Matthew 23:23 “...for you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to 
have done without neglecting the others.” What do justice, mercy, and faithfulness look 
like in your life? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● How daring is your faith? Share an example where you took great risk in your life on 
the basis of faith in God. 

● Have you ever used a reasonable or even spiritual sounding excuse for not obeying the 
revealed will of God? If so, share it with the group. 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  



● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 
 

1 SAMUEL: BAD NEWS FOR KING SAUL 
1 Samuel 15:1-35 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could go back in time and change just one decision in your life, what 
would it be? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
Samuel came with a message for King Saul commanding him to attack and utterly destroy the 
Amalekites, the sworn enemies of Israel. Not one man, woman, child or animal was to be 
spared. So Saul raised an army of over 200,000 men and went to strike the Amalekites. Saul’s 
army destroyed everyone just as God had commanded, however they spared the Amalekite 
king Agag. And instead of utterly destroying the spoil they kept the best for themselves. After 
the battle God told Samuel that He regretted making Saul king of Israel because he failed to 
follow God or His instructions.  
 
Samuel went to find Saul at Carmel and when he found him, Saul told him he had obeyed the 
Lord and had done all that He commanded. When Samuel asked why he heard the sound of 
sheep and oxen, Saul took no responsibility and blamed the people. Samuel announced that 
God was about to tear away the kingdom from Saul and give it to someone who was better 
than him. Saul, concerned with his standing in front of the people, asked Samuel to go with him 
to worship the Lord and Samuel granted his request. But first Samuel killed the cruel king Agag. 
Afterwards, Samuel left and grieved over Saul, never to see him again. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 



   



 

1 SAMUEL: BAD NEWS FOR KING SAUL 
1 Samuel 15:1-35 
 

 

 
 

● What stands out to you from this story? 
● What do we learn about Saul in this passage? 
● What do we learn about Samuel? 
● What do we learn about God? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● God is a God of feeling and firmness—dynamically responsive to his people, and yet 
unchanging in his character and purpose. How does that comfort and/or convict you?  

● Is your life headed down a road like Saul’s or Samuel’s?  
● Is there anything in your life you need/want to change? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: SECRET ANOINTING 
1 Samuel 16:1-23 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Would you rather be the person conducting job interviews, or be a person 
being interviewed? Why? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
Samuel was still grieving over the situation with King Saul when God spoke to him and told him 
to get up and go to Bethlehem where he would anoint the next king of Israel. In spite of his 
fear, Samuel obeyed and headed off to Bethlehem to the house of Jesse. Samuel invited Jesse 
and his sons to a sacrifice that he was going to hold in the town. God promised Samuel that He 
would point out the son that he was to anoint as king. But as Jesse presented his sons before 
Samuel, God rejected every one even though they all looked like good candidates.  
 
“Are all the young men here?” Samuel asked after the Lord had dismissed all Jesse’s sons. 
“There is one more,” Jesse explained and sent for David, the youngest who was tending the 
sheep.  
 
“Arise,” said the Lord to Samuel as David arrived, “Anoint him; for this is the one.” So Samuel 
anointed David, then went back to Ramah. Later David was called to the palace of King Saul to 
play music and calm the king whenever he was beset by an evil spirit. Saul began to love David 
and he promoted him to the role of his personal armor bearer. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: SECRET ANOINTING 
1 Samuel 16:1-23 
 

 

 
 

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● How did God act in this story? What does this teach us about God’s character? 
● How did Samuel act in this story? What does this teach us about Samuel? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● Samuel was an experienced leader, and yet still missed seeing David as God’s chosen 
man. In what ways do you find yourself evaluating outward appearances rather than 
the heart? 

● Although Saul had failed as king and lost control of the kingdom, the ultimate King 
never does. How does that apply in the context of the present world, your church, your 
family, your personal life? 

 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: DAVID AND THE GIANT   
1 Samuel 17:1-58 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. Would you rather attend a: (a) sporting event, (b) play, (c) concert, or (d) sit 
in front of a fire with a good book? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
Even as his favor and responsibilities of the palace grew, David would occasionally return home 
to his father’s house to take care of the sheep. On one of those occasions David’s father 
summoned him and asked him to take some food to three of his brothers who were on the 
battlefield with King Saul facing the Philistines.  
 
As David arrived at the Israelite camp, the champion of the Philistines, a ten foot giant named 
Goliath, was strutting back and forth taunting the armies of Saul. He challenged Israel to come 
up with a warrior who would fight him and settle the battle then and there. But no one from 
Saul’s army would volunteer. When David heard the Philistine’s taunts he went to the king to 
ask if he- David could fight the giant.  
 
After refusing to wear Saul’s armor David went to a stream, gathered five smooth stones and 
headed for the battlefield and Goliath. Goliath proceeded to belittle David and threaten to feed 
his body to the birds, but David knew the battle was the Lord’s. He ran towards Goliath, stuck 
his hand in his pocket, pulled out a stone and slung it at the giant, hitting him in the forehead. 
The giant fell and David rushed up and cut off his head with Goliath’s own sword. The battle 
was won! The Israelite army was so inspired by David’s victory that they chased the shocked 
Philistines all the way back to their own country. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: DAVID AND THE GIANT   
1 Samuel 17:1-58 
 

 

 
 

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● Review the characters (David, David’s dad, David’s brothers, soldiers, king Saul, 

Goliath). Who do you relate to and why? 
● Contrast David’s view of Goliath with that of the other Israelite soldiers. 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● In God’s economy, no experience is wasted. Which experiences in your life has God 
used to do something you never would have imagined?  

● Do you experiences in your life that still feel wasted? 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
 
 
   



 

1 SAMUEL: SAUL’S TENSION WITH DAVID 
1 Samuel 18:1-19:24 
 
 

 

 
 
1.   ASK. What was your take-away from last week’s discussion? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. When you were a kid, what was your favorite piece of playground 
equipment (i.e. the swings, merry-go-round, bars, ball field etc.)?  
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
 
After David’s great victory over Goliath, Saul brought him into the palace. There David and 
Saul’s son Jonathan became knit together as close and trusting friends. Jonathan even gave 
David his armor and robe in a gesture that foretold that David would be the next king of Israel.  
 
Saul’s jealousy began to rise against David when the women of Israel sang a victory song- “Saul 
has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” Saul’s jealous rage became so heated 
that he even hurled a spear at David narrowly missing him. Saul sent David repeatedly into 
battle hoping that he would fall by the hands of the Philistines. Later Saul offered his daughter 
Michael’s hand in marriage to David if he would bring the foreskins of 100 Philistines as a 
dowry. David and his men went out and killed 200 Philistines and returned with their foreskins 
to present to the king. 
 
Jonathan intervened for David and convinced his father that David was a righteous and loyal 
warrior. Saul relented and welcomed David back into his presence. But the truce was short lived 
and Saul again turned on David and sent soldiers to his house to kill him. David escaped and ran 
to his mentor, the Prophet Samuel in the town of Ramah, where they continued to elude Saul 
and his men. God intervened when Saul sent messengers to take David but they ended up 
prophesying instead. Even Saul prophesied before Samuel. 
 
Read through the passage in 1 Samuel. Rebuild the story as a group. 
 



 

1 SAMUEL: SAUL’S TENSION WITH DAVID 
1 Samuel 18:1-19:24 
 

 

 
 

● Contrast Saul, Jonathan, David, and Samuel. What does this teach us about people? 
● [hypothetical question] What might have been able to change Saul’s jealousy into 

acceptance or contentment?  
● Where does God show up in this story? 
● What does this teach us about God? 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS: What stuck out to you from this passage? 
What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about people? 

 

 
 

● Like David, God has probably protected you from dangers which you were unaware at 
the time but realized later on.  If so, share your story with the group. 

● Do you have any jealousy to deal with in your own life? If so, how will you choose to 
deal with it this week? 

● Do you have a mentor like Samuel in your life? If not, what could you do to find one? 
 

 
● Let’s take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us (pray and wait 1 minute).  

 
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 

week?  
● Who could you could share this truth with this week? 

 
 
   


