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LIFEGROUP LEADERʼS GUIDE
Introduction

Thank you so much for choosing to serve as a Life Group leader. A life group is a small
community that seeks to LIVE, LOVE, and LEAD like Jesus through authentic
relationships. Youʼre leading people to put their faith into action each week. God can and will
use you in powerful ways as you lead your friends and neighbors into Christ-centered
community - thank you for making yourself available to our good God for His kingdom
building work.

Before we dive into some helpful hints and “how toʼs”,  letʼs take a look at the “whyʼs” for this
curriculum - So That You May Believe - the Gospel of John. This study is on the book of John,
and the stated purpose of John when he wrote it is in John 20:31: but these are written so
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name. That is my prayer for your groups as you study this curriculum together
- that you may grow in your belief, and as you do, that you would experience the abundant life
in Jesusʼ name. There are so many distractions in our world and everyday lives that pull our
attention. May you and your group fix your eyes on Jesus as you study this account of his life,
death, and resurrection, and be transformed in your daily life by that focus on Christ and the
truth of the Gospel.

Below are some reminders for leading your Life Group through this curriculum. A curriculum
is a guide, not a strict template that must be followed to a tee. It is good to have structure and
consistency, however make sure you prayerfully allow room for the Holy Spirit to lead each of
your times together as a group. Life Groups are purposed to put faith into action and see
lives transformed. The most important part of each meeting is not what people know,
but how they grow - applying Godʼs truths to real life.

Donʼt forget to take regular breaks from this curriculum to go out and serve our
community, have a neighborhood BBQ and invite friends, attend a concert or community
event, etc.
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As you begin your life group, you have a couple of options for how to get started.

1.   ASK. Ask your group about last weekʼs application (maybe review last weekʼs
conversation), then listen for how God has been at work in peopleʼs lives. This is also a great
opportunity to review last weekʼs story.

2.   ICEBREAKERS. This is a fun or sometimes serious question that opens up conversation,
helps you all learn something new about one another, and/or  relates to the theme in the
passage. Feel free to come up with your own! Give everyone a chance to engage, but donʼt let
it take too long. Itʼs just a warm up.

3.   PRAY. Donʼt forget this as you begin your time together. Prayer is powerful.

In this section, youʼll find a summary of the text youʼre about to go over. Feel free to read this
(try not to stare down at the page the whole time) or read the text for yourself and tell the
story in your own words! Remember, your job is to just tell the story, not to teach on any
particular points.

Next, have everyone bring out their Bibles and read the passage together. Then rebuild the
story, asking questions like, “Then what happened?” and “Who were the characters in this
story?” This ensures that everyone is involved and starting on the same page — something
especially important to any new or non-believers in your group.

In this section, youʼll find questions to help your group discuss the passage. The questions are
separated into two sections: core questions and more questions. The core questions are the
questions that can be used for any passage. We recommend that you use these questions
every time that you meet. The more questions are there as a tool to help you continue the
discussion in particular directions to follow where your group is going. Feel free to come up
with your own “more questions” before your group or as the Holy Spirit leads you in the
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discussion itself. Remember, try to lead your group from head-questions (facts) to
heart-questions (emotions and faith), then to hands-questions (application).

These are extremely important questions for your group. These questions not only can
stimulate great discussion and prompt your group members into action, they can also allow
you to see into a personʼs heart in significant ways.

There are two ways to ask life application questions: (a) Use story specific questions provided
in the guide, or (b) Form your own questions based on comments made during the discussion
time.

These life application questions are the most important, because this is where people
put their faith into action.

As you close your time together, lead the members of your group to come to an
action-based conclusion. What is a take-away that God could be putting on your hearts? How
can they put their faith into action? How can we live differently and become more like Christ?
Then follow-up each week by asking how things went.

Lastly, conclude your group time with prayer. Ask for peopleʼs prayer requests and pray for
God to continue to teach you about this passage throughout the week.

SOME HELPFUL TIPS :

- Do not skip the story rebuild or questions sections. They are intended to get everyone on
the same page and help the discussion gradually become more serious. That being said, feel
free to come up with your own questions within these sections.

- Donʼt be afraid of the “awkward silences.” Let the seconds pass by in these times — some
great comments can come out of these moments.
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- Manage your discussion time well to ALWAYS arrive at the application question(s) with
at least 15 minutes of discussion time le�. It is intended to be the most meaningful time of the
group meeting.

- Make sure your group knows that these discussions take place in a safe environment
where no one will attack them for having different perspectives or experiences. Keep an eye
on the dynamics of the group so that everyone feels safe sharing personal thoughts and
experiences with others.

- Enjoy your time in life group together - God can use a community of believers
powerfully for His glory, your growth, and the benefit of the community around you.
Lean into that, and enjoy the ride of this year!
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THE WORD BECAME FLESH
JOHN 1:1-18

1.   ASK. Welcome back to Life Group! Does everyone know each other? Do introductions.
Make sure to introduce yourself, and cast vision for what a life group is: a small community
seeking to live, love, and lead like Jesus through authentic relationships. The goal is for you
all to be part of a life transforming, missional, and multiplying movement that is
Spirit-empowered, Gospel-centered, and relationally invested to the glory of God.

2.   ICEBREAKER. What was a highlight from your summer?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

The Gospel of John is all about believing in Jesus and having life in his name. The purpose
statement for the book is found in John 20:30-31, and actually says that very thing.

The book opens with a prologue that shares some foundational aspects of the entire book.
This passage emphasizes three things about Jesus. First, it emphasizes the fact that Jesus is
God. Then it moves into the response to Jesusʼ coming - belief and unbelief. And finally, it
shares about how Jesus was fully God and fully man - what scholars call the incarnation.
There are some key themes in the book that are introduced - letʼs read it together and see how
each of these things are fleshed out in the prologue.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE WORD BECAME FLESH
JOHN 1:1-18

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this passage?
● What does this passage teach us about God?
● What does this passage teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What are some questions that you have about what we just read? (Let the group

discuss as appropriate/helpful)
● What are some themes that are found in this passage? Any words that are repeated

that seem significant?
● How does this passage relate to the purpose of the Gospel of John found in 20:31?
● Looking at this passage, why did Jesus come to earth and live among us?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this passage the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this

week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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JOHN THE BAPTIZER PREPARES THE WAY
JOHN 1:19-34

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one of the best advertisements youʼve seen for something?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

There was a man named John who was becoming known for being a prophet. Some of the
religious leaders of the Jewish nation sent a delegation from Jerusalem to figure out who
John was. They asked him if he was Elijah, or the Prophet, or Christ - the promised One that
the Jewish nation had been waiting for. “No,” John responded. They continued to ask him
who he was, and John quoted the prophet of Isaiah and claimed that he was making the way
for the Promised One, Christ.

The delegation asked, “Why are you baptizing people if you arenʼt one of these
people?” John responded, “I baptize with water, but the one you havenʼt seen yet, who is
coming, is greater than anyone. Iʼm not even worthy to untie his shoe.”

The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and John exclaimed, “Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is the man I have been preparing the
way for. I didnʼt recognize it until now, but it was for him that I have been baptizing with
water.” And John continued to share, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove and
it rested on Jesus. God told me that when I saw that, it would be on the one who would
baptize with the Holy Spirit. This man is the Son of God.”

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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JOHN THE BAPTIZER PREPARES THE WAY
JOHN 1:19-34

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Why do you think there is so much focus on who John is in this passage? Do you know

any other things about John that might be helpful for our discussion?
● How do you see a promise from another place in the Bible fulfilled in this story?
● What do you think it means that John isnʼt worthy of untying Jesusʼ sandal?
● What is significant about the “Lamb of God” identifier for Jesus? What was the role of

the lamb in Passover? (have group look up if need be)

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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JESUS CALLS THE FIRST DISCIPLES
JOHN 1:35-51

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Have you ever been recruited for something? Howʼd that go?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

The next day John was standing with two of his disciples and as Jesus walked by he called
him the Lamb of God again. The two disciples heard John say this, and started to follow
Jesus. Jesus turned and asked them, “What are you seeking?” And they responded, “Rabbi,
(which means teacher), where are you staying?” Jesus replied, “Come and you will see.” They
stayed with him that day. One of the two was named Andrew, and he was Simon Peterʼs
brother. He went and found Simon Peter and told him, “We have found the Messiah!” and he
brought his brother to Jesus. When Jesus saw him, he said, “You will be called Peter.”

The day a�er that, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” Philip found Nathanael and told him they had found the man that Moses and the
prophets wrote about - he was Jesus of Nazareth. Nathanael asked him, “Can anything good
come from Nazareth?” And Philip answered, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him, he said, “Look! An Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked,
“How do you know me?” And Jesus responded, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” Nathanael was amazed and said, “You are truly the Son of God! You are the King
of Israel!” Jesus told him, “You believe me because I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these. You will see heaven opened and angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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JESUS CALLS THE FIRST DISCIPLES
JOHN 1:35-51

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What themes do you see in this passage?
● How do you see invitations at play in this story?
● How have you been invited toward Jesus?
● What do you think your reaction would have been in any of the disciplesʼ shoes?
● Which examples can we follow from this story?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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A WEDDING AND A TEMPLE
JOHN 2:1-22

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Have you ever been in a situation that ended differently than you expected?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus, his mother, and his disciples were at a wedding. When the wine ran out, Jesusʼ mother
told him, “They have no wine.” Jesus responded by telling her that it wasnʼt his time to do
something. But his mother told the servants to do whatever Jesus told them.

There were six large water jars that were used for purification rituals that held twenty
to thirty gallons nearby. Jesus told the servants to fill the jars with water, and they did. Then
Jesus said, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” The servants did as
they were told, and when the master of the feast tasted the water it had become wine. He
didnʼt know what had happened, and called the bridegroom and told him that usually people
serve the best wine first, but he had saved it for last. This was the first of Jesusʼ signs, and his
disciples believed in him. A�er this Jesus, his mother and brothers, and his disciples went to
Capernaum and stayed there for a few days.

When the time of the Passover came, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. When he got to the
temple, he found people selling animals and money changers inside. He made a whip and
drove everyone out of the temple, including the oxen and sheep, and he overturned the tables
of the money changers. As he did so, he told those selling doves, “Donʼt make my Fatherʼs
house a house of trade.” The Jews asked him, why are you doing these things? And Jesus
answered, “Destroy this temple and I will raise it up in three days.” They were indignant,
saying it took forty-six years to build the temple. But Jesus was talking about his body, and
that he would be raised from the dead.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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A WEDDING AND A TEMPLE
JOHN 2:1-22

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What can we learn about Jesus from this story?
● What do you think is significant about the quality of wine detail in this story?
● Why do you think Jesus had such a strong reaction to business happening in the

temple?
● How do you see the theme of belief at work in these stories?
● How can we apply these passages to our current life experiences?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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BELIEF, TRUTH, AND BEING BORN AGAIN
JOHN 2:23-3:21

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one of your favorite puns/figures of speech?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

During his time in Jerusalem for Passover, many people trusted in Jesusʼ name when they saw
the signs he was doing. But Jesus didnʼt entrust himself to them, because he knew what was
truly in their hearts.

In the cover of darkness, an unexpected person came to talk to Jesus — a Pharisee
named Nicodemus. He came because he had a question. “Jesus,” Nicodemus said, “I see the
miracles youʼve been performing, and know that God must be with you.”  Jesus answered,
“You can only see the Kingdom of God if you are born again.”

Nicodemus didnʼt get it. “How can someone go back into their motherʼs womb to be
born again?” Jesus explained to Nicodemus what he meant: “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but
spirit gives birth to spirit.” But Nicodemus still didnʼt understand. “As a religious leader, how
can you not understand this?” Jesus asked. “Iʼm talking to you about earthly things, so how
could you understand if I started speaking about spiritual things?”

Then Jesus began to speak about the Son of Man, whom God sent to be li�ed up and
save the world, in the same way that Moses li�ed up the snake in the wilderness to save the
Israelites. He said that those who love evil remain in darkness, but those who live in truth, live
in the light.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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BELIEF, TRUTH, AND BEING BORN AGAIN
JOHN 2:23-3:21

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What do you think it means that Jesus didnʼt entrust himself to the people at

Passover?
● Why do you think Jesus answers Nicodemus in this way?
● What is significant about Nicodemus being a Pharisee? What do you know about

Pharisees?
● What do you think about this being the context of one of the most well known verses

from the Bible, John 3:16?
● Do you recognize any themes in this story from earlier passages?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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LIVING FOR THE GLORY OF ANOTHER
JOHN 3:22-36

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is your favorite place to visit for rest?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

A�er Passover, Jesus and his disciples went to the countryside and were there baptizing
people. John the Baptizer was also baptizing people at another location. A discussion started
between some of Johnʼs disciples and a Jew about ceremonial washing. They came to John,
saying, “Teacher, the one that was with you on the other side of the Jordan, the one you
testified about, is baptizing people and everyone is going to him.” John responded by
reminding them that any success given to people is from heaven. John also told them that he
has been clear that he was not the Messiah, but the one sent before the Messiah and he is
delighted that the Messiah is here. He told them “He must increase, I must decrease.”

The passage continues that the one from above is above all others. This one bears
witness to what has been seen and heard in heavenly things, but the earth has a hard time
receiving the heavenly message. Those that do are sure that God is true. The Father loves the
Son and has given all things into his hand. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, and
those who do not believe will continue to have the wrath of God upon them.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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LIVING FOR THE GLORY OF ANOTHER
JOHN 3:22-36

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How does John set an example for living for the glory of someone else? How could we

better follow that example?
● What can the Church (all of Jesusʼ body) today learn from the lessons of this story?
● What do you think it means that “he who comes from above is above all?”
● The theme of belief is all throughout the Gospel of John - why do you think that

emphasis is made?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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MEETING THE SAVIOR AT THE WELL
JOHN 4:1-42

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could have a superpower, what would it be?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

As Jesus and His disciples traveled from Judea to Galilee, they decided to go through
Samaria. On their way, they reached Jacobʼs well at around noon. Jesus decided this was a
good place to rest and stayed there while His disciples went into town to buy food.  As He sat
by the well, a lone Samaritan woman walked up with a large jar, ready to draw water.  “Can I
have a drink?” Jesus asked.  The woman looked at Him strangely, “But I am a Samaritan, and
you are a Jew...”  “If you knew the gi� of God, and who I am, you would ask me for living
water,” Jesus said.  “But sir,” she said. “You donʼt have anything to draw the water with, and
this well is really deep.” She continued, becoming defensive, “Do you think youʼre greater
than our father Jacob, whose well this is?”  “When you drink this water, youʼll be thirsty
again,” He answered her. “But if you drink My water, you will never be thirsty again. In fact, you
would have a well of eternal life inside of you!”  “Okay, fine,” she replied, unconvinced. “Give
me some of this water.”  “First, go get your husband and bring him here,” Jesus said. The
womanʼs attitude instantly changed; she lowered her head. She told Jesus that she had no
husband.  “I know,” Jesus said to her, with a compassion she hadnʼt expected to hear. ”The
truth is youʼve had five husbands, and the man you live with now is not your husband.”  “You
must be a prophet or something,” she said. “Our ancestors have worshiped on this mountain
in Samaria for generations. But you Jews say we have to worship in the temple.”  Jesus
replied, “The time is coming when true worshipers will worship in spirit and truth, and not
just in one place.” The woman said to him, “I know the Messiah is coming who will tell us
these things.” Jesus said, “I am he.” Just then, the disciples returned and urged Jesus to eat.
He told them, “I have food that you donʼt know about. My food is to do the work of the one
who sent me. The harvest is ready for eternal life, and one sows for another to reap, like you
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MEETING THE SAVIOR AT THE WELL
JOHN 4:1-42

did with this food.” A�er these conversations, many people from her village believed in Jesus
because of this womanʼs testimony. And they invited Jesus to stay for two more days and
share more with them, growing in belief as they listened to Jesus.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Why does Jesus ask a question when He already knows the answer?
● What is “living water”?
● To which “coming hour” is Jesus referring in verses 21 and 23?
● What do we learn about the power of testimony in this passage?
● What does Jesus reveal about Himself in this passage?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE SAVIOR WHO HEALS
JOHN 4:43-5:18

1.   ASK. How did your application from the passage last week go?
2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could visit anywhere in the world, where would you go?
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus le� Samaria to go to Galilee. He returned to Cana, where he had turned water into wine.
A man who was an official in Capernaum heard that Jesus was there, and he went to him and
asked him to come down to his home and heal his son, because he was about to die. Jesus
responded, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you wonʼt believe.” The official said,
“Sir, come down before my son dies.” And Jesus told him, “Go, your son will live.” The official
believed the word that Jesus had spoken and went on his way to go home. On his way back,
one of his servants met him on the road and gave him the good news that his son was
recovering. “What time did he start to get better?” the official asked. “Yesterday at the seventh
hour his fever broke.” The father knew that was the hour that Jesus had told him that his son
would live, and he and all his household believed.

A�er these events, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. There is a pool by the Sheep Gate
called Bethesda in Aramaic, and there were five roofed colonnades where invalids would lay.
Jesus saw a man that had been there for 38 years, and he asked him, “Do you want to be
healed?” The sick man answered, “Sir, I have no one to help me into the water when it is
stirred up, so others get to the healing before me.” Jesus told him, “Get up, take up your bed,
and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he grabbed his bed and could walk.

Now, this day was the Sabbath, and the Jewish leaders saw the healed man carrying
his bed and they told him that he was breaking the Sabbath law for carrying his bed. But he
told them, “The man who healed me told me to do so.” They asked him to point out the man,
but Jesus had withdrawn into the crowd. Later, Jesus found the man in the temple and said,
“See, you are well! Sin no more, so you wonʼt face an even worse fate.” The man went away
and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who healed him. Because Jesus was doing these
things on the sabbath, the Jewish leaders were persecuting him. But Jesus told them, “My
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THE SAVIOR WHO HEALS
JOHN 4:43-5:18

Father is working every day until know, and I am working too.” This made them want to kill
Jesus more, for not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was calling God his Father
which meant he was claiming to be like God.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How do you see the theme of belief at work in this passage?
● Does anyone have any background knowledge about sabbath practices that can help

us better understand the conflict between Jesus and the Jewish leaders?
● What is significant about Jesus claiming God as his father? (culturally meant he was on

the standing so he was claiming to be God)
● What lessons can we learn from the officialʼs response to Jesusʼ word?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE AUTHORITY OF THE SON
JOHN 5:19-47

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Are you more of a rule follower or a rule breaker by nature?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus told the Jewish leaders the following things in response to their reactions to his actions
and claims. “The Son does nothing independently, what the Father does, the Son does. The
Father loves the Son and includes him in everything heʼs doing. You will see greater things
than these, because just as the Father can raise from the dead and gives life, the Son gives life
to whom he will. The Father has given judgment to the Son, so that all who honor the Son also
honor the Father, and whoever hears my word and believes in me has eternal life and will not
be judged. The time is coming and is now here that the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God and come alive. Just as the Father has life in himself, he has conferred that on the Son.
And the Father has given authority to the Son to carry out the matters of judgment, and those
that have lived the right way will rise to eternal life, and those who have lived the wrong way
to judgment.

I do nothing on my own. I hear, listen, and my judgment is just because I do the will of
the one who sent me. If only I testify about me, it wouldnʼt be trusted. But John came before
me, bearing witness to the truth. And the testimony of me is greater than that, for the Father
gave me tasks to complete that testify that it is Him who sent me. You donʼt recognize me
because you refuse to recognize me in the Scriptures that testify about me so you are missing
the eternal life you are searching for. If I were more of a crowd pleaser, you might recognize
me. Why do you seek glory from others and not from God? If you donʼt believe Mosesʼ writings
about me, why would you believe me?”

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE AUTHORITY OF THE SON
JOHN 5:19-47

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How does Jesus claim to be God at the beginning of the passage?
● What can we learn about Jesusʼ authority in this teaching?
● What theological themes do you find in this passage? (life/death, belief, Godʼs glory)
● What do you know about the Jewish leaders of that time that help explain Jesusʼ

words in this passage?
● How do these words bring truth into your life to recognize?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND
JOHN 6:1-21

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Whatʼs your favorite meal?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

A�er speaking on His authority, Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. A large
crowd was following him because they saw he was healing the sick. Jesus went up on the
mountain, and sat down with the disciples. The Jewish Passover festival was drawing near.

Jesus looked up and saw the large crowd, and said to Philip, “Where will we buy bread
for these people?” He said this knowing what he was going to do. Philip replied, “Even if we
worked for months, we couldnʼt afford to buy bread for everyone!” Andrew, Simon Peterʼs
brother, said, “There is a boy here with five barley loaves and two fish, but how can that help
with a crowd?” Jesus told them to have the people sit down, and just counting the men there
were  5,000. Jesus took the loaves, and a�er giving thanks for them, he distributed them to
those who were seated. The same happened with the fish as well. When everyone was full,
Jesus told the disciples to gather up the le�over fragments, and when it was gathered there
were twelve baskets of scraps from the five loaves. When the people saw this, they exclaimed,
“This must be the Prophet we have been expecting!” Jesus knew they would try to force him
to be king, he withdrew to the mountain by himself.

That evening, Jesusʼ disciples went down to the shore, got in a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. It was dark, and Jesus still hadnʼt joined them. A strong wind
began and the waves picked up. They had rowed three or four miles when they saw Jesus
walking on the sea toward them and they were frightened. But Jesus said to them, “Itʼs me -
donʼt be afraid.” They eagerly let him in the boat, and they were immediately at their
destination.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND
JOHN 6:1-21

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How do you see Jesus living out his lordship over creation in this passage?
● How do you think you would have reacted if you were in the disciplesʼ shoes?
● What do you find significant about the details in this passage? Why?
● How do you see Jesus inviting people toward himself in this passage?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE BREAD OF LIFE
JOHN 6:22-71

1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go?
2.   ICEBREAKER. How do you usually introduce yourself to people you are just meeting?
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

The next day, the crowd that remained on the far shore saw that the disciples had taken the
only boat and that Jesus hadnʼt gone with them. When the crowd found him on the other side
of the sea, they asked, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”

Jesus told them, “You are seeking me because I fed you, but you should be seeking
eternal life from the Son of Man.” The crowd asked “What should we do, to be doing the works
of God?” And Jesus answered, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him who he has
sent.” They answered, “Show us a miraculous sign, if you want us to believe in you. What can
you do? The Scriptures say Moses gave bread from heaven.” “It wasnʼt Moses who gave you
bread from heaven, it was my Father. The true bread of God is he who comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.” “Sir, give us this bread always!” And Jesus said to them, “I
am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and shall never be thirsty.
But you have seen me and still donʼt believe. I will never reject the ones whom the Father has
given me. For I have come to do the will of God who sent me, and His will is that I should not
lose any that He has given me. For HIs will is that everyone who looks on the Son and believes
in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

The Jews grumbled about Jesus saying that he is the bread from heaven. “Isnʼt this
Josephʼs son Jesus? We know his parents. How can he claim to be from heaven now?” Jesus
continued to share about himself, sharing that the Father draws people to the Son, and that
those who eat from the bread of life will live forever. “And the bread that I will give for the life
of the world is my flesh.” The people grumbled again, saying, “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” Jesus responded, “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you cannot have eternal life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood
abides in me, and I in him.
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THE BREAD OF LIFE
JOHN 6:22-71

Many of his disciples said, “This is a hard thing to understand. How can anyone accept
it?” Jesus said to them, “Are you offended by this? Then what will you think when you see the
Son of Man ascending to where he was before. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and
life.” And a�er this, many of the disciples turned back and Jesus asked the twelve disciples,
“Do you want to go as well?” Simon Peter answered, “To whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life, and we believe, and know that you are the Holy One of God.”
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What themes do you see in this passage?
● How do those themes apply to our lives today?
● When did you first hear the words of eternal life? Would you be willing to share more of

your story?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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SENT TO THE FESTIVAL
JOHN 7:1-31

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?
2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one of your favorite holidays?
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

A�er this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He was staying out of Judea, where the Jewish
leaders were seeking to kill him. The Festival of Booths was soon, and Jesusʼ brothers said to
him, “Go to Judea, where your disciples can see your miracles. People who want to be famous
donʼt hide from the world!” Because even his brothers didnʼt believe in him. Jesus replied,
“This isnʼt the right time for me to go, but you can go anytime. The world hates me because I
testify that its works are evil. You go up to the festival without me, my time hasnʼt come yet.”
And Jesus stayed in Galilee.

But a�er his brothers le� for the festival, Jesus also went up but privately. The Jewish
leaders were looking for him, and there were murmurings about him in the crowds, but
nobody spoke openly about him because they were afraid of getting in trouble with their
leaders. Midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the Temple and began to teach. People
were surprised that he spoke with such authority without having studied. Jesus told them,
“My message is from God who sent me. Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know
whether my teachings are from God. The one who seeks to honor his sender speaks truth.
Moses gave you the law, but you donʼt obey it. In fact, youʼre trying to kill me.”  The crowd
asked who was trying to kill him, thinking he had a demon. Jesus replied, telling them that his
miracle on the Sabbath caused problems, when they also work on the Sabbath if they need to
follow the law of circumcision. But they were angry about one healing!

Some of the people in Jerusalem asked “Is this who they are trying to kill? Could he be
the Messiah? But we thought we wouldnʼt know where he comes from?” Jesus said, “You
know where Iʼm from, but Iʼm not here on my own accord. God sent me to you.” The  leaders
tried to arrest him, but many in the crowd believed in him.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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SENT TO THE FESTIVAL
JOHN 7:1-31

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What do you know about the Festival of Booths? Anything that would help the

discussion?
● Why might Jesus have waited to go up to the festival?
● What could be significant about Jesus teaching without training? (culturally, spiritual

authority, etc.)
● Which biblical themes do you see in this passage?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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FESTIVAL FOLLOWED BY FORGIVENESS
JOHN 7:31-8:11

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Whatʼs your favorite local thing to do with free time?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering about Jesus possibly being the Messiah, and the
chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. Jesus told them, “I will be with you a bit
longer, and then Iʼm going to him who sent me. You will seek me, but where Iʼm going you
cannot come.” They marveled, wondering if Jesus planned to leave the country because they
didnʼt understand what he meant.

On the last day of the feast, the most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and
called out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me will have
rivers of living water from their heart.” When they heard this, some people said “This is the
Prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” Still others wondered how the Messiah could come
from Galilee because Scripture said the Christ comes from Bethlehem. Some even wanted to
arrest him. When the officers came to  the Pharisees without Jesus, they asked why Jesus
wasnʼt arrested, and they said, “No one ever spoke like this man.” Nicodemus spoke up for
Jesus as well, but the Pharisees were convinced they were all deceived.

Early in the morning, Jesus came back to the temple. And the scribes and Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and said, “The law of Moses commands
us to stone women like this. What do you say?” They were testing him, because they wanted a
reason to arrest Jesus. He bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. Eventually he
said, “Let him who is without sin throw the first stone.” And then he bent down to write again.
Starting with the older ones, the crowd dropped their stones, one by one until only Jesus and
the woman were le�. Jesus stood up, “ Where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She
said, “No one.” “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and sin no more.”
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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FESTIVAL FOLLOWED BY FORGIVENESS
JOHN 7:31-8:11

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● This passage includes two types of stories. How do you see the connection between

them? (Only the Messiah can do both!)
● What does it look like to have a heart that is overflowing with living water for those

with the Holy Spirit?
● How do you see Jesus bringing hope in this passage?
● What is interesting about Jesusʼ interactions with people in this passage?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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FREEDOM WITH THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
JOHN 8:12-56

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?
2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one of your favorite books?
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus spoke, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness but will have the light of life.” The Pharisees tried to use Jesusʼ reasoning against
him, because he was witnessing about himself. Jesus continued to share about truth, and
how knowing the Father is to recognize the Son. “You will die for your sins unless you believe
that I am he who will die in your sins. You will know that I donʼt do any of this outside the
Fatherʼs will.” And many began to believe in him.

Jesus turned his attention from the Pharisees, and began to speak to those who were
believing.  “If you abide in my word, you are my disciples,” He said. “And you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.”  The Jews didnʼt know what to think of this. “But we are
Abrahamʼs descendants, and have never been enslaved by anyone!” they said. “Why do you
say that we will become free?”  Jesus explained to them, “If you sin, you are a slave to sin. And
the only way to be free is for the Son to set you free.” Jesus continued to speak,
acknowledging the sin that was still in their hearts — for there was a part of them that was
against Him, and wanted to kill Him. How could Godʼs word truly be in them?  “Abraham is our
father,” the Jews replied.  “But if you were truly Abrahamʼs descendants, you wouldnʼt be
trying to kill me,” Jesus said. “Because of this, you cannot truly be of God.”

The Jews became angry at Jesusʼ accusation, and accused Him in response. “You must
have a demon!” they said.  Jesus replied again, that He was from the Father, and sought only
to glorify Him — their Father Abraham would have rejoiced to see Him someday!  The Jews
became even more angry, and questioned how Jesus could know Abraham, who lived so long
ago. They didnʼt even consider Jesusʼ response, and instead took up stones to throw at him.
But Jesus snuck out of the temple before they could harm Him.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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FREEDOM WITH THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
JOHN 8:12-56

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How does the truth of Jesus set you free?
● What is the conflict that Jesus is having with the Pharisees in this passage about?

○ What do they not understand about who Jesus is?
● Which of the truths that Jesus shared do you find most interesting or impactful?
● How do you see the Gospel on display in this passage?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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WHEN THE BLIND SEE
JOHN 9:1-41

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is your favorite board game?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

The man had spent most of his life begging outside the temple because he was blind from
birth and couldnʼt work.  When Jesusʼ disciples spotted him they assumed they knew the
reason for his affliction. “Was it his sin or the sin of his parents that caused this man to be born
blind?” they asked.  “Neither,” Jesus answered, “but that his life should reveal the works of
God.” Jesus walked over to the man, bent down and spit on the ground. Then He made mud
with the spit and clay and anointed the eyes of the blind man.  “Go, wash in the Pool of
Siloam,” Jesus commanded. The blind man rose. He made his way to the pool as Jesus had
commanded and washed. As soon as he did, his eyes were opened, and for the first time in his
life he could see!

His friends and neighbors immediately brought him to the Pharisees to show them
what had happened.  “What is this?” the Pharisees asked. “Tell us what happened.”  “He put
clay on my eyes, and when I washed, I could see!”  “This man canʼt be from God,” the
Pharisees reasoned, “for He healed on the Sabbath. God would never break the Sabbath.”
They even questioned the formerly-blind manʼs parents to see if their son had indeed been
blind since birth.  “The man who healed you is a sinner!” the Pharisees told the
no-longer-blind man.   “I donʼt know if Heʼs a sinner or not; all I know is that I was blind and
now, thanks to this man called Jesus, I can see!”

When Jesus later found the man, He asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”  “I
believe!” the man exclaimed, and he fell down and worshipped Jesus.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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WHEN THE BLIND SEE
JOHN 9:1-41

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Is this passage saying that no earthly affliction is due to sin?

○ What are the possible causes of earthly affliction, and how should we react to
each of them?

● How do you see Godʼs glory and authority on display in this story?
● What judgement is Jesus talking about in verse 39?
● Jesus talks about sight and blindness in verses 39 and 41. What kinds of seeing and

blindness does he mean?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD
JOHN 10:1-40

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Who is your favorite music artist to listen to?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus was talking to the Pharisees, and was telling them about sheep: “Anyone who tries to
get into the sheep pen any way except through the gate must be a robber,” Jesus said. “But
the one who goes through the gate is the shepherd. He knows the sheep, and they know him
and follow him.” The Pharisees looked around at each other, “Why is He talking to us about
sheep?”

“I am the gate for the sheep,” Jesus explained. “Anyone else is like a robber, trying to
get into the sheep pen the wrong way. But if you enter through me, you will be saved. The
thief comes to steal and destroy, but I have come to give you life to the full!”  Jesus continued:
“I am the good shepherd, who lays down His life for His sheep. I have other sheep who arenʼt
in this sheep pen, but I am working to bring them in. They will all be part of one flock, under
my watchful care.”

“He must be possessed by a demon!” the Jews said. “Why are we even here listening to
Him?” But others were more convinced. “These arenʼt the words of a crazy man. Youʼve seen
the miracles He performs, right?”

It was winter and Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Feast of Dedication. People gathered
and asked, “Are you the Messiah or not? Just tell us!” Jesus answered, “I told you, but you
donʼt believe. The Father and I are one.” They picked up stones because they thought he was a
mere man who was claiming to be God. Jesus explained again that it isnʼt blasphemous to
claim to be God when itʼs true. They tried again to arrest him, but he escaped.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD
JOHN 10:1-40

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What does it mean to “not enter by the door of the fold” (verse 1)?
● What do the wolves in this metaphor represent?
● Who are the “other sheep, not of this fold” Jesus mentions in verse 16?

○ What does this teach us about Jesusʼ mission and purpose?
● What other ways do people try to “get into the sheep pen”?
● Why do you think the people had such a hard time recognizing the truth about Jesus?
● There are some deeply encouraging promises in this passage. Which ones stand out to

you?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE SAVIOR BRINGS LIFE FROM DEATH
JOHN 11:1-57

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?
2.   ICEBREAKER. Whatʼs the story behind the longest time youʼve gone without sleep?
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Lazarus, the brother of Mary (who anointed Jesus with ointment and wiped his feet) and
Martha, was ill and the women sent for Jesus, who knew and loved these siblings. When Jesus
heard Lazarus was ill, he remarked that his illness would not lead to death, for it was for Godʼs
glory. Then Jesus stayed two days longer in the place where he was. He finally said, letʼs go
back to Judea. The disciples warned Jesus that the Rabbis in Judea were seeking to stone
him, but Jesus insisted because he needed to go and awaken Lazarus. The disciples didnʼt
understand that Lazarus had died, so Jesus clarified for them, saying that he was glad he
hadnʼt been there to save Lazarus so that now the disciples could believe. When Jesus
arrived, Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Martha heard Jesus was coming,
and met him on the road, saying, “If you had been here, Lazarus wouldnʼt have died!” “Your
brother will rise again,” Jesus responded, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Martha agreed,
expressing that she knew Jesus was the Messiah. Martha told Mary that Jesus was there, and
Mary came out and told Jesus the same thing. When Jesus saw Maryʼs grief, his heart was
heavy for her. He asked “where have you laid him?” Jesus wept for his friend. At the tomb,
Jesus asked for the stone to be taken away, saying that if they believed they would see the
glory of God. Then Jesus prayed out loud, for the benefit of those around him, and cried out in
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” And Lazarus came out of the tomb, and Jesus commanded
those there to unbind him, for he was alive. Many of the people there believed in Jesus, but
others went to the Pharisees and shared what Jesus had done. “If we let him continue,
everyone will believe in him.” The High Priest responded, “Better for one man to die for all
than the whole nation perish.” He had no idea what he was truly saying, for Jesus was to die
for all. From that day they started to plot his death, and gave orders for him to be arrested if
he was seen.
Read through the passage as a group. Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE SAVIOR BRINGS LIFE FROM DEATH
JOHN 11:1-57

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Are there any cultural things that stand out to you or confuse you in this story?
● What do we learn about Jesusʼ purpose in this story?
● What are things that bring comfort from this passage?
● How does this passage reveal Jesusʼ divine authority?
● What does this passage mean for us today?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE ANOINTED KING
JOHN 12:1-19

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What do you miss most about childhood?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came back to Bethany where Lazarus lived and they held a
dinner in his honor. Mary took a container of expensive perfume and anointed Jesusʼ feet with
it, and then wiped his feet with her hair. The house was full of the fragrance as Judas Iscariot
criticized her choice to honor Jesus. “We could have sold that for a yearʼs wages and given it
to the poor!” He didnʼt actually care about the poor, but because he was in charge of the
money bag and liked to help himself. “Donʼt bother her. She did this to prepare me for my
burial. You will always have the poor with you, but you wonʼt always have me,” Jesus
countered. When the people heard that Jesus was there, they came to see him and to see
Lazarus because Jesus raised him from the dead. The chief priests made plans to put Lazarus
to death as well, because people were believing in Jesus because of him too.

The next day, the crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they brought branches from palm trees and went down to the road to meet
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Glory to God! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
And jesus found a young donkey and and sat on it, for it had been prophesied that the king
would ride in on a colt. His disciples didnʼt understand these details at first, but they
remembered them later. The people who had been there continued to share about Jesus and
the miracle of bringing Lazarus from the dead, and the Pharisees were worried about how the
word was spreading.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE ANOINTED KING
JOHN 12:1-19

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What does this story teach about what is truly valuable?
● How do you see sharing about Jesus at work in this passage?
● What can we learn about sharing about Jesus in our lives from this story?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT OF BELIEF
JOHN 12:20-50

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Whatʼs the smallest space youʼve lived in?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Some Greeks had come to Jerusalem for Passover and asked to see Jesus. Philip and Andrew
went to Jesus to tell him. When Jesus heard this, he said, “Timeʼs up. It is time for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it canʼt bear fruit.
Anyone who holds onto their life will lose it, but if they surrender it, they will live forever. If
you want to serve me, you should follow me. Those who serve me will be honored by my
Father.”

Jesus continued, “My soul is troubled, and what can I do? Ask the Father to save me
from this?! Itʼs why I came. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have
glorified it and I will glorify it again.” The crowd was amazed. “This voice is for your sake, not
mine. When I am li�ed up, I will draw all people to myself.” The crowd didnʼt understand.
Jesus continued to tell them that the light would only be with them for a bit longer, and to not
walk in darkness but to believe in the light.

A�er Jesus shared these things, he hid from the people. Even though he had done
many signs, the people still didnʼt believe in him. This was to fulfill what the prophet Isaiah
had written many years before.

Jesus summed everything up by crying out, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in
me but in the one who sent me. I have come into the world not to judge it, but to save it. This
is the will of the Father, and with his authority.”

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT OF BELIEF
JOHN 12:20-50

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Why do you think “the hour has come” when the Greeks are looking for Jesus?
● How is the truth of scripture factor into this passage?
● How do you see the key themes of belief and light/darkness at work in this passage?
● How do those themes apply to us today?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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SERVICE ROOTED IN LOVE
JOHN 13:1-35

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is the story of a time when someone has encouraged you?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus, knowing that God had placed all things into His hands, rose from supper and took off
His outer garments. He wrapped a towel around His waist in the same manner as a servant
might do, and poured water into a basin. Then He knelt down and went from disciple to
disciple, washing their feet and drying them with the towel.

“Lord,” Peter protested, “Why are you washing my feet?” “You donʼt understand what
Iʼm doing,” Jesus said so�ly, “but you will know a�er this.” “Youʼll never wash my feet!” Peter
said. “If I donʼt wash your feet,” Jesus answered, “you have no part of me.” “Then wash my
hands and my feet and my head!” “He whoʼs been bathed need only wash his feet,” Jesus
answered. He looked around at all the disciples. “Do you know what Iʼve done to you? If I,
your Lord and Teacher, washed your feet, then you also ought to wash one anotherʼs. Iʼve
given you an example to follow. If you know these things and do them, youʼll be blessed.”

Everyone was still amazed and confused by what He had just done.  “According to the
Scriptures, one of you will betray Me. I want to tell you now, before it happens, so when it
does happen you will believe that I am who I say I am. And if you accept Me, you accept the
One who sent Me.” The disciples looked around at each other in disbelief. Thereʼs no way any
of us would do this!  John, sitting next to Jesus, asked Him who it would be.  “See this piece of
bread? The one I hand it to will be the one who betrays me.” Jesus handed the bread to Judas.
“Do what you need to do,” Jesus said to him. “Do it quickly.”  “Oh, Judas is the money carrier;
Jesus must be sending him on an errand or something,” the others thought when they saw
Judas leave.  A�er Judas le�, Jesus began talking to the group again. “My children, I will only
be with you a little bit longer, and where Iʼm going you cannot come. So hereʼs what I want
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SERVICE ROOTED IN LOVE
JOHN 13:1-35

you to know, a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you. This is how the
world will know you are My disciples.”
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Do you ever react the way Peter does in verse 6, where he tries to refuse service from

Jesus?
● In verse 17, Jesus implies there is a difference between a knower and a doer. Which of

those are you?
● Why is it important that Judas betray Jesus?
● What is the “new commandment”?
● How do people recognize a disciple of Jesus?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE WAY AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
JOHN 13:36-14:31

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Which three items do you always buy at the grocery store?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

A�er sharing that where he was going the disciples couldnʼt go, Simon Peter asked, alarmed,
“Lord, where are you going?”  “You cannot come with me now, but someday you will follow
Me to this place.”  “But Lord, I want to come now! I will die for you!”  “Really?” Jesus
responded, “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”

“Donʼt worry. I am going to prepare a place for you,” Jesus tells His disciples. But they
donʼt know where He is talking about. “How can we go there, if you wonʼt tell us where it is?”
Thomas asks. Jesus replies, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.” “Jesus,” Philip says, “all you have to do is show us the Father, and that
will be enough!” Jesus replies, surprised that they have been with Him such a long time and
still donʼt understand, “I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. And anyone who has faith
in me will do even greater things than I.”

The mood is solemn, but Jesus is steadfast, knowing what He has to do. He is talking to
the eleven disciples who are le�: “If you love Me, you will obey what I command,” Jesus tells
them. “The Father will soon send you a Counselor and He will be with you forever. I will not
leave you as orphans. I, the Father, and the Counselor will be with you forever.” Judas — not
the one who was betraying Jesus — asked, “Why are you telling this to just us, and not to the
entire world?” Jesus answers him by talking about obedience. “If someone loves me and
obeys my teaching, then We will come to live within him. These are the Fatherʼs own words,
not just my own.” Jesus knows that theyʼre afraid of Him leaving, so He continues. “Iʼve told
you all of this while Iʼve been with you, but donʼt worry. Even when Iʼm gone, the Counselor
will be here with you to teach and guide you. I know youʼre scared, but donʼt be afraid! You
should be happy that I am going to the Father. Iʼm telling you all of this now so that you will
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THE WAY AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
JOHN 13:36-14:31

believe even more once it happens. The prince of this world is coming. He has no power over
Me, but I must show the world My obedience to the father.”
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Why should we not let our hearts be troubled? Is Jesusʼ reason comforting?
● In verse 21, Jesus says that those who believe in Him will perform the same — and

even greater — works than He. How can this be possible?
● What are Jesusʼ commandments in this passage?
● What is the purpose of the Helper?
● What can sometimes keep you from keeping His commandments?
● What can you do to keep His commandments better than you currently do?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE TRUE VINE
JOHN 15:1-17

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is a hobby that you enjoy that the group may not know about?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus had just finished telling the disciples about how He would be with them forever, and
knew that they were probably a bit confused. So he explains with this metaphor:

“I am the vine, and my Father is the gardener. If a branch isnʼt producing fruit, He cuts it off so
that it will be more fruitful.” He said that in the same way, His followers need to abide in Him
— stay connected to the vine — in order to have a fruitful life. “Apart from me you can do
nothing,” He said. “If a branch doesnʼt bear fruit, it is useless.”

“You have my word, and this is one of the best ways you can stay connected to me. As the
Father has loved me, I love you. You must choose to remain in my love. This isnʼt a
servant-master kind of love, but I love you like my very closest friend. And I command you to
love each other as well.”

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE TRUE VINE
JOHN 15:1-17

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What does it mean to “bear fruit”?
● What does it mean in verse 2 when it says He “prunes” us?
● How do you abide in Jesus?
● What does it mean to be a friend of Jesus? What kind of friendship is it?
● Are you bearing fruit?
● If you are bearing good fruit, how can you bear more fruit?
● If you are bearing less fruit that you think you should, what can you do to change that?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE SPIRIT, SORROW, AND JOY
JOHN 15:18-16:33

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. If you were to describe yourself as a flavor, what flavor would you be?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Jesus is sitting at dinner with His disciples, continuing to talk to them. He knew He didnʼt have
much time le�.

Jesus continued sharing with the disciples, “If the world hates you, remember that it
hated me before you. But when the Advocate comes, he will bear witness about me as well.
Everything Iʼm telling you,” Jesus said, “is so that you wonʼt fall away. Life will get hard for you
when Iʼm gone, but remember, those who persecute you donʼt know Me. “I know youʼre upset
that Iʼm leaving, but really, itʼs a good thing! When I leave, the Advocate will come to you. He
will help you in your mission. “I have so much to say to you, but I donʼt think you can bear it
right now. But when the Spirit of Truth comes, He will guide you. He will glorify Me, and make
known what I want you to know.”

“You will only see me for a little while longer, and then I will be going to the Father.”
The disciples were confused, asking themselves what Jesus meant. “Truly, you will weep and
lament, but the world will rejoice. And you will rejoice. And you will ask the Father for things in
my name, and you will joyfully receive. I know I talk in figures of speech, but the time is
coming when I will speak clearly. The Father loves you, because you have loved me and have
believed that I came from God. Iʼm going back to the Father.”

“Finally, we understand that you have come from God!” The disciples were relieved.
“Do you now believe? But soon you will scatter, yet I wonʼt be alone. I will have the Father with
me. I have told you these things so that you may have peace. In this world you will have
troubles, but take heart, I have overcome the world.”
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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THE SPIRIT, SORROW, AND JOY
JOHN 15:18-16:33

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How does this passage prepare believers for following Jesus in this world?
● What does Jesus mean when he says our sorrow will turn into joy?
● What does the sending of the Holy Spirit tell us about Jesus and the Father?
● What good does the Holy Spirit do for us?
● How have you experienced the conviction of the Holy Spirit in your life?

○ What did (or should) you be doing about that?
● There are some encouraging promises for believers in this passage - which ones stand

out to you?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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JESUS PRAYS
JOHN 17:1-26

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. Whatʼs the story behind the longest speech youʼve ever given?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

When Jesus finished his words at the dinner, he li�ed his eyes to heaven and began to pray.
He begins by acknowledging that his hour has come, and then he prays that God may be
glorified through him. He then prays for his purpose to be fulfilled as it has always been
planned.

Then Jesus prays for His disciples to be protected as Jesus is leaving them to go to the
Father. He prays for those who have heard all the truth that has been shared with them, and
have believed in Jesus. He prays for God to keep them, and help them through this world. He
then prays for them to be sent into the world like he had been sent.

Then he continues the prayer for all the believers to come, and that all of the future
believers would be unified. And through their unity, that the world might believe in Jesus and
know the love that has been between the Father and the Son from the beginning.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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JESUS PRAYS
JOHN 17:1-26

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What do we learn about Jesusʼ purpose in this prayer?
● What do we learn about our purpose in this prayer?
● How does this prayer connect to the truths from the very beginning of the book of

John?
● How does this prayer affect how we should live our lives today?
● What is hard for you about living in unity with other believers? What can you do to

dwell in unity with others?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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BETRAYAL AND ARREST
JOHN 18:1-40

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. What was your first job? What do you remember most about it?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

A�er praying, Jesus and his disciples went to a garden across the Kidron brook. Judas, the
betrayer, knew that Jesus was at the garden with the disciples o�en, so he brought soldiers
and police from the chief priests and Pharisees there to arrest him. Jesus knew what was
going to happen, and stepped forward and asked, “Whom do you seek?” “Jesus of Nazareth”.
And Jesus answered, “I am he.” They asked a second time, and again he answered, “I am he.
Since you are seeking me, let the rest of these men go.” In the heat of the moment, Simon
Peter cut off a servantʼs ear. Jesus rebuked him, “Put your sword in its sheath. I will drink the
cup that the Father has given me.” Then the group arrested Jesus and took him to the high
priestʼs father-in-law, Annas. Simon Peter followed Jesus, and was asked by a servant girl if he
was one of the disciples. “No,” he replied.

Meanwhile, the Annas questioned Jesus about his teaching. “I have been open about
everything Iʼve taught. Why are you treating me like a traitor?” Then Annas sent him to
Caiaphas, the high priest. Once again Simon Peter was asked if he was one of the disciples,
and again, he denied it. He was asked a third time, and denied it again, and then a rooster
crowed. Jesus was eventually brought before the governor, Pilate. He came outside and
asked, “What do you have against this man?” “If he wasnʼt evil, would we have brought him to
you?” Pilate responded, “Judge him yourself.” “We canʼt put anyone to death,” the Jews
responded. So Pilate had Jesus brought before him, but couldnʼt find him guilty of anything.
But when he asked which prisoner should be freed, instead of Jesus, the Jews wanted to
release a thief named Barabbas.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

56



BETRAYAL AND ARREST
JOHN 18:1-40

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● How do you see Jesusʼ humility at work in this story?
● What can we learn about Jesusʼ kingdom from details and Jesusʼ actions in this story?
● What is significant about Peterʼs denials in this story?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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THE SAVIOR CRUCIFIED
JOHN 19:1-42

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could time travel, what time period would you travel to and why?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Pilate had Jesus whipped, and then soldiers put a crown of thorns on his head a purple robe
around him, and mocked him saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”. Pilate went before the leaders
again and said he found no guilt in Jesus. But as soon as they saw him, they all yelled “Crucify
him!” A�er a second time, Pilate heard them say Jesus had claimed to be the Son of God, and
he was afraid. They went back inside, and he asked Jesus where he was from, but Jesus didnʼt
answer him. Pilate reminded him, “Donʼt you know that I have the authority to release you or
to crucify you?” Jesus responded, “The authority you have has been given to you from above.
He who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” From that moment, Pilate wanted to
release him. But the Jews told him that everyone who makes himself a king is against Caesar.
When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out to the place of judgment, and said to the Jews
gathered there, “Behold your king!” Again they yelled, “Crucify him!” So Pilate turned him
over to be crucified.

Jesus carried his own cross to Golgotha, and was crucified with an inscription that
Pilate had written on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” The chief
priests disagreed with the wording, but Pilate le� it this way. When the soldiers had crucified
Jesus, they divided his garments, and cast lots for his tunic that couldnʼt be separated. Jesus
saw his mother with some other woman who believed in him, and made sure she would be
taken care of by his disciple John.

Finally, Jesus asked for a drink (to fulfill Scripture) and was given some sour wine from
a sponge. Then he said, “It is finished,” and bowed his head and gave up his spirit. To make
sure he was dead, a solider pierced his side with a spear. His death fulfilled the Scripture, just
as it was written.
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THE SAVIOR CRUCIFIED
JOHN 19:1-42

A�er the crucifixion, Joseph of Arimathea, who was secretly a disciple of Jesus, came and
asked Pilate for permission to take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission, and
along with Nicodemus, they prepared his body for burial, and laid him in a nearby tomb.
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Think from Pilateʼs perspective - what do you think might have been his experience?
● How do you see a lack of understanding on the part of the Jewish leaders at play?
● How does all of the scripture being fulfilled in this passage lead toward belief?
● This passage holds some beauty in the midst of the greatest tragedy the world has ever

seen? Which parts are beautiful to you?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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HE IS RISEN
JOHN 20:1-31

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?
2.   ICEBREAKER. What is the best gi� you received as a child?
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

On the third day a�er Jesus was crucified, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb, and saw that
the stone door had been opened. She ran to Simon Peter and John, and said “They have
stolen the Lord from the tomb?!” They ran to the tomb and found it empty, with his burial
cloths le� there. Scratching their heads, they went home. Mary stayed and was weeping
outside the tomb, when two angels appeared and asked her why she was weeping. As she
turned, she saw a man but didnʼt recognize him as Jesus until he said her name. She ran to
the disciples to share what she saw and heard from Jesus.

The disciples were still in shock. They were afraid of all that was happening and that
the Jews would come a�er them, too, just like they came a�er Jesus. So they gathered
together and locked themselves into a room. But from out of nowhere, Jesus appeared in the
room with them! “Peace be with you,” Jesus said. Wait, was this really him? Jesus knew what
they were thinking. He showed them the scars on His hands and His side — who else could it
be? “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you,” He said. Jesus breathed on them to give
them the Holy Spirit, saying, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.“ Later, the disciples told Thomas — who had not been
with them at the time — about Jesus being alive, and how we gave them the Holy Spirit. “No
way this can be true!” Thomas said. “Unless I can see Him for myself and actually touch the
scars on His hands and in His side, I wonʼt believe you!” Eight days later, all of the disciples —
including Thomas — were again locked in the room together. And again, Jesus appeared to
them. “Peace be with you,” He said. Then He lovingly shi�ed His gaze to Thomas. “Come put
your finger on my hands and in my side. Believe.” Jesus said. “Even more blessed are those
who have not seen me, yet still believe.”
Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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HE IS RISEN
JOHN 20:1-31

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● Why is seeing the empty tomb essential to the Gospel?
● What is significant about Mary Magdaleneʼs interaction with Jesus?
● How does Jesusʼ interaction with the disciples impact you?
● What about his interaction with Thomas? Why do you think Jesus waited eight days to

see Thomas? How do you think Thomas felt in those days?
● Have you ever felt like you have been waiting for Jesus to show up? What was that

experience like? How was it resolved or are you still in the midst of it?
● The mission statement of this book of the Bible is in verses 30-31. How does that affect

your understanding of the Gospel of John?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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FISHING, BREAKFAST, AND RESTORATION
JOHN 21:1-25

1.   ASK. How did applying something from the passage last week go?

2.   ICEBREAKER. When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage.

Seven disciples were hanging out together, when suddenly Simon Peter said, “Iʼm going
fishing.” The others agreed to go with him, but they caught nothing. Just as the day was
breaking, they saw a man on the shore. “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him,
“No.” “Throw your net on the other side of the boat, and you will.” When they followed his
directions, they werenʼt able to li� the net because it had so many fish in it. Then John said,
“Itʼs the Lord!” Simon Peter threw his clothes on, jumped in the sea, and swam to shore. The
other disciples came a�er, dragging the net full of fish.  When they got to shore, they found a
fire with fish on it and bread. “Bring over some of the fish you caught.” Simon Peter helped the
rest carry the net ashore, full of 153 fish. Then Jesus invited them to eat breakfast. This was
the third time the disciples had seen him since he was raised from the dead.

A�er breakfast, Jesus looked at Simon Peter, “Do you love me more than these?” “Yes,
Lord, you know I love you,” Simon Peter replied. “Feed my lambs.” Then Jesus asked a second
time, “Simon, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord. You know that I do.” “Tend my sheep.” And a third
time, Jesus asked, “Do you love me?” Simon was upset he asked a third time, and said, “Lord,
you know everything. You know that I love you.” “Feed my sheep. When you were young, you
dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go, but when you are old, you will stretch
out your hands and someone else will dress you and lead you where you donʼt want to go.
Follow me.”Peter turned and saw John, and asked, “What about him? Whatʼs in store for
him?” “What is my will in his life to  you? Follow me!” Jesus reminded.

Read through the passage as a group.
Rebuild the story as a group.
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FISHING, BREAKFAST, AND RESTORATION
JOHN 21:1-25

CORE QUESTIONS:
● What stuck out to you from this story?
● What does this story teach us about God?
● What does this story teach us about people?

MORE QUESTIONS:
● What similarities do you see between this story and when Jesus called the disciples

originally?
● Why do you think Simon Peter swam to Jesus?
● Why did Jesus ask Simon Peter three times? (Simon Peter denied him three times,

repetition meant importance)
● This is how the Gospel of John ends - why do you think this is the chosen ending?
● How can these truths bring us encouragement today?

Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.
● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this week?
● Who could you share these truths with this week?

● When do we meet next?
● How can we pray for one another?
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YEAR END REVIEW LEADERʼS GUIDE
Great job finishing a year together! Make sure to celebrate your time together in some way.
What follows is simply an overall reflection upon the year as a whole. Feel free to use parts,
all,  or none at all as you celebrate a year of Gospel-centered life transformation, mission, and
kingdom multiplication.

Curriculum Based Review

1. What was one of the most meaningful passages for you this past year? Why?
2. What is one way you have been surprised by this study of passages?
3. What is one theme that you are walking away with from this past study of Godʼs Word?
4. What is one area that you have grown the most in as a result of this study?
5. How do you feel you are better equipped to share the Word of God with others?
6. What is one thing that God has put on your heart as a result of this past years study?

Life Group Experiences Review

1. What is one way you have been surprised about your Life Group experience this
past year?
2. What is one way you have personally grown this past year as a result of our Life
Group?
3. What have been your biggest challenges this past year and what influence has our
Life Group had on it for you?
4. What things have you appreciated most about being together this past year?
5. How would you describe a Life Group to someone who has never experienced it
before?
6. Is there any group memberʼs contribution that has been particularly meaningful to
you? Who, What and Why?
7. What are some of the ways you would like to grow this coming year? Why?
8. Who do you know that we could be praying for this year to join us or another Life
Group?
9. What would you like to see our Life Group become this coming year? Why?
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COMMUNION GUIDE
Tips, Suggestions and References

Communion (or the Lordʼs Supper) is an expression of our faith in Jesus Christ, as our Lord and Savior. We
believe it is a symbol of Jesus Christʼs sacrifice for us on the cross and is to be done in remembrance of Him. The
key is found in the phrase: “do this in remembrance of Me” (Lk.22:19; 1 Cor.11:24-25).

Why do we value the Lordʼs Supper?
● The Lord Jesus placed a supreme value upon it (Matt 26:26-29, Mk. 14:22-25, Lk.

22:17-20)
● The Early church highly regarded it (Acts 2:42,46; 20:7, 1 Cor. 11:23-26)

What is the meaning of the Lordʼs Supper?
● A special time of remembering what Jesus has done for us. It is His body and blood

which are remembered in the Lordʼs supper.
○ Remember the Past: What He did on the cross.
○ Remember the Present: Our current relationship with Him.(1 Cor. 10:16-17)
○ Remember the Future: His promised return.(Lk.22:16)

● A time of thanksgiving (The Lord Jesus took the bread, and “having given thanks, He
broke it...”)

● A time of fellowship with other believers. Reminder of the unity we have in Jesus
Christ.

Who should take part in the Lordʼs Supper?
● Assembled believers in Jesus Christ (Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 11:27-32)
● It is to believers whose hearts are prepared before the Lord (1 Cor. 11:20-22, 27)
● Ask yourself:

○ Is there any unconfessed sin in my life?
○ Do I need to restore any broken relationships in my life?
○ Do I need to recommit myself to the Lord?

Resources:
● Bread (A form of flat cracker by its nature represents the sinless body of Christ)
● Cup (Grape juice)

○ Special cups are not required. Any variety or size of cups can be used.
General Group Flow

● Open with a short devotional.
○ The What and Why of Communion, or Passages leading up to the Last Supper.

● Prayer of thanksgiving for the bread.
● Read the Scripture verse

○ Take the bread together.
● Prayer of thanksgiving for the cup.
● Read the Scripture verse

○ Take the cup together.
● Close in Prayer
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